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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Law - Related Education of the High

School Social Studies Curriculum in Korea

Lee, Su Young
Advisor : Prof. Park, Hwie-Seo. Ph.D.
Major in General Social Science Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

As contemporary society depends on legalism and most of personal life is related to the
law, to become citizens of free and democratic society, we must understand and observe
the law and legal order. Not keeping up with the speed of current social development
and change, our legal mind does not meet the needs of this society. As the most
effective means to realize ideal legalism is to provide education on the law, it can be said
that the legal education has an important part in the department of social studies. In
particular, legal education at secondary schools should encourage students to recognize the
legal order and enhance their understanding on the law to have problem-solving ability.
This study aims at analysing textbooks titled the Law and Society to identify what legal
education current students have, and presenting the effective plans to solve the problems.
The meaning of legal education is described as follows:

First, it should help students understand the meaning of the law through legal education.
Second, it should help students acquire knowledge on the law to become citizens with
ability to participate in their society.

Third, it should promote innovation of the legal culture.



Fourth, students can recognize social structures through the law.

Fifth, it can contribute to formation of legal culture through socialization of the law.

Sixth, it should encourage students to have healthy life styles and prevent juvenile
delinquencies and deviation of adolescents.

Then, the goals of the law education are classified into two @ a general goal and goals
according to different active areas. And the former is sub-classified into promotion of
understanding the law, improvement of legal thinking power and problem—shooting ability,
and cultivation of responsibility and active participating attitude. The latter 1is
sub-classified into goals of knowledge, function, attitude and value.

The questions on what to teach in the education of the law are presented as follows:
whether the education will focus on experiences or legal concepts. However, it is
desirable to make an equal consideration of the two areas, not biased education.

To identify the legal education in the department of social studies, this study analyses
the contents of legal education according to different curricula, centering on the legal
education in the department of social studies in the 7th Curriculum. The current problems
found in the legal education in the department of social studies are presented as follows:
First, the composition of textbooks is inclined to conservative style centering on text.
Second, the weight of the legal education has decreased over the curricula.

Third, the contents of the legal education are poor enough not to meet the need of
changing society.

To solve these problems, this study presents the following suggestions:

First, the contents of the legal education should be modified and specific methods are
presented as follows:

First, out of the past education which emphasized only the regulations on action
excessively, education to assure rights should be expanded. And beyond the past
education which focused on knowledge on the law, the legal education which helps us to
deal with actual legal problems should be provided. Finally, the education of the law
should be supplemented in may areas.

Second, the education on the law should be expanded. To achieve the goals of the legal

_10_



education for the current high schools, the social studies which is a common subject for
high schools should have deal with legal education.

Third, diversified teaching skills should be attempted. Rather than the simple lecture-type
teaching, more effective teaching methods should be prepared. For example, students can
have improved ability to solve problems through learning of precedents, they are taught
common senses on the law by invited professionals or legal practitioners, or can have
legal experiences through field trip.

The future will be more complicated, diversified and specialized than the present.
Therefore, the legal institutions will be more complicated, too. According to these changes,

the importance of the legal education at school education will increase.

_11_
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