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ABSTRACT

Sun, woo kyoung
Major in Social Studies Education
The Graduate School of Education

Chosun University

In modern society, we have faced with complex and various kind of problem
s. To work out those matters, social studies must help students develop critic
al thinking ability and reasonable mind for solving problems.

This study examined the textbooks related to the contents of social problem
s in the 7th national curriculum. To approach it, documentary review and a po
sitive study through the analysis of the contents of the text book of social stu
dies have been performed in parallel.

Social problems are classified into the problem of social structure, family an
d generation, quality of life, Korean-limited problems, and others on the whol
e. The problem of social structure includes city, labor and management, pover
ty, and crime. The problems of family and generation includes families, wome

n, juveniles, and the seniors. The problems of quality of life includes environ
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ment, population, health and medical service, and leisure. Korean—limited probl
ems Includes irregularities and corruptions, regionalism, and diplomaism. other
s include information matters generated in modern society. The followings are

the result.

First, social problems are generally reflected in the textbook less than 18%.
The weight of social problems shows low despite the importance of social s

tudying content in the social affairs education.

Second, the amount of description shows a big abmodality. The major social
problems mentioned are about poverty, city, family and generation, environmen
t, etc., but less mentioned about leisure, health and medical, diplomaism, etc.

Especially in the problems related to crime, irregularities corruption, region

1ssues are relatively less shown despite their importance.

Third, The percentage of describing the situation related with social proble
ms is the highest. It can be said that they overemphasize the problems about

social situation, neglecting the real reasons for them.

Fourth, the social problems proposed in the textbook should reflect a social
reality, but the survey of social problems enforced in the year of 2001, 2006
shows that Koreans consider the education and wholeness education as th sig
nificant social problem. But in textbook, the problem of education and wholene
ss education is being paid less attention as compared with other social proble
ms and the actual social matters such as sexual violence, juvenile sex trafficki
ng, are not being dealt concretely in the textbook. It shows that textbook doe

s not reflect much the social reality against social problems.
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Based on the results, The following suggestions were made to complement t

he contents composition of social problems in the textbook:

First, among integrated social studies, percentage of educational contents ab
out social problems should be increased. modern society has been changed ra
pidly as well as future and many kind of social problems have been happened.
thus it is desirable to have the students learn as many social problems as pos

sible to enhance the ability to cope with rapidly—-changing society.

Second, the quantity in describing the kind of social problems must be balan
ced well. That's because students need to establish the right point of view an

d enhance the problems solving ability.

Third, the teachers need to complete the poor studying content of social pr
oblems in the textbook and try to present them to students, as reconstructuri

ng the social affairs textbook systematically in the process of class

Fourth, most of the sources such as a variety of photographs and graphs, n
ewspaper articles associated with reality, illustrations for helping students enc
ourage and comprehend, the use of VCR are needed to reorganize.
problem—centered approach also should be implemented through student' exper

lence and participation as the way of dealing with social matters.
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