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ABSTRACT

The Effects of the Artist Paintings Appreciation
on the Drawing Ability of Children

by : Im Hyo-Jin

Advisor : Park Sun-Hyung

Major in Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education

Chosun University

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of the appreciating artist
paintings on the drawing ability of children. To achieve this purpose, I posed

research questions as follows:

1. Can the artist paintings appreciation affect the drawing ability of children?

1-1. Can the drawing expression affect the representation level of children?

1-2. Can the drawing expression affect the art level of children?

The subjects of this study were two groups of children randomly sampled
from of a public kindergarten in Mokpo. A group consisted of 24 children of
age 5 who were not elementary school students yet. One of the two groups
was the experimental group, and the other was the comparative group. I
directly conducted experiments myself to minimize the errors from variables in
the study. Each group was composed of the same number of children without
distinguishing their sex.

The period of experiment was conducted from the 10th of March, 2007 to the
20th of July, 2007, and the pretest, experiment, and posttest were operated in

sequence.

_iv_



The pretest was conducted to examine the homogeneity of the drawing ability
of each group, on the 10th and the 12th of March, 2007 one time each day,
twice in total. Both the experimental and comparative group were given the
same subject for drawing such as family, or being with a cavalryman. The
materials used were A3 size drawing paper and crayons given each children. I
myself carried on the drawing activities with the two groups to remove the
rater difference that might have existed if two other researchers had conducted
them.

As a result of the pretest, there was no statistically significant difference
between the two groups in the three factors of the representation level, namely
the basic form, color, and spatial composition. As for the artistic level of the
experimental and comparative group, there was no statistically significant
difference in the expressive power, sense of fullness, and aesthetic sensitivity.

One designated masterpiece was used as the appreciating material for the
experiment each week. The subjects were asked to write down what they felt
after they looked at the painting, and then to replicate it. Each activity took 40
minutes to complete.

The posttest was carried out the same way as the pretest, on the 15th which
was five days after the experiment, and on the 20th of July, 2007, once on a
day and twice in total.

In consequence, there was a statistically significant difference in all three
factors of the representation level as there was of the artistic level. The
experimental group scored higher on the expressive power, sense of fullness,
and aesthetic sensitivity in the artistic level category than the comparative
group. the drawing ability was evaluated through rating the collected complete
drawings of children. The scale I used to examine how artist appreciation
affected the drawing ability was the one(Chen & Feinburg, 1990) used in the
visual arts area in the Project Spectrum(Krechevsky, 1994), composed of three
categories, i.e. representation level, exploration level, and artistic paintings evel,
among which two of them, the representation level and artistic level, were taken
because they were more suitable for this study.

The results of this study were as follows:

First, in terms of originality, the responses given by the experimental group

were more various in contrast to those of the comparative group whose children



were more likely to stick to limited use of lines and colors, and their contents
of expression were not strayed from the composition of primarily shown
‘masterpieces’.

Second, although the experimental group responded in a reserved manner at
first to the teacher’s stimuli, they became more independent in dealing with
problems as the activities went on.

Third, most significantly, the children in the experimental group got used to
"pleasure” through activities.

Fourth, however, it was regrettable that only one teacher was to conduct the
‘artist paintings appreciation activities’ targeting 48 subjects in both groups. It
was somewhat demanding and difficult for a teacher to produce positive
effects on the drawing ability of children.

In conclusion, it is fitting to say that the ’artist paintings appreciation’

influenced positively and meaningfully on the children’s ‘drawing ability’.
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