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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Current Use and Satisfaction in
Environmentally—friendly Farm Products in School Feeding For

Secondary and High Schools in Gwangiu

Choi, Hye-Yeon
Advisor © Prof. Lee, Myung-yul, Ph.D.
Major in Nutrition Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

As 1import of farm products has largely increased recently, risky factors
surrounding food safety relating to remaining agri—chemicals,
genetically —engineered farm products, food additives, endocrine disruptor have
also increased and serious worries on safety of food materials for school
feeding have been caused. So, student parents and civilian organizations have
insisted that institutions on use of safe farm and stockbreeding for school
feeding should be developed, a school feeding law should be revised and the
restrictions of school feeding on use of domestically —produced, good—quality,
regionally —produced, and environmentally—friendly farm products should be
developed.

School feeding using environmentally —friendly farm products that guarantee
safety of food helps adolescents have proper eating habits, gives them
motivation to consider coexistence of both the rural and urban areas and has
an effect on national eating habits that promote continuously expanded
production and reproduction of national farm products.

In other words, school feeding using environmentally—friendly farm products
can enhance safety and health of students and such efforts in consideration of

public interest and education will be a basic direction of the school feeding.
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To lead adolescents to have wisdom to select right food with better
understanding of food, we have to provide nutrition education and school
feeding should focus on enhancing health based on cultivation of right eating
habits by using safe and healthful environmentally—friendly farm products.
Therefore, this study examines and analyses the current use of
environmentally—friendly farm products and the degrees of satisfaction to
identify problems according to the school feeding desired and plans for
expanded consumption of environmentally—friendly farm products in various
angles.

For the purpose, this study conducts a bibliographical investigation and
interviews the subjects using a questionnaire, referring to previous studies on
school feeding and statistical data.

This study interviews nutritionists who are working for middle and high
schools in Gwangju City from June 20. 2007 to July 20 of the same year. 66
copies of 77 answers except those of the subjects who provide insincere
answers are statistically taken care of. The results of the interview are
analysed with a use of SPSS—PC Program 12.0.

According to the results of the study, their respondency to the
environmentally —friendly farm products is very high.

What nutritionists consider as the most important is safety of food materials.
94.6% and 89.3% of the subjects from middle schools and high schools
respectively agree with the introduction of environmentally—friendly farm
products to school feeding. Under the assumption that the existing school
feeding cost is 2,000 won per meal, most of the subjects answer that the
cost of 2,600 to 3,000 is appropriate if environmentally—friendly farm
products are used. It indicates that higher cost is inevitable.

Though professional distribution companies are now in charge of the supply

- vii -



of environmentally —friendly farm products as food materials for school
feeding, many subjects answer that the food materials should be purchased
through school feeding companies or producers's organizations.

Many of them answer that they have obstacles against buying them such as
high price, and low understanding and reliability of production and distribution.
91% of the subjects from middle schools and 79.3% of those from high
schools answer that they are going to increase purchasing them. 81.8% of
the subjects from middle schools and 72.4% of those from high schools
answer that development of environmentally—friendly farm products have a
good vision.

For expanded use and distribution of environmentally—friendly farm products
for school feeding, pending questions such as price and stable production and
distribution networks should be properly improved. With transition from
normal farm products to environmentally—friendly farm products, the added
cost of school feeding should be coordinated jointly by the federal government,
local governments and student parents. In consideration of gradual
governmental assistance including decreased medical expenses, improved labor
force, and prosperous agricultural life as a base of society due to guaranty of
healthy life by providing good—quality food, it is sure that its expectancy will
be met. And in the aspect of distribution, Through establishment of safe

1

execution organizations such as school feeding center' and school feeding
association' , it is believed that we can take care of the following problems:
price as an obstacle against expansion of school feeding using
environmentally —friendly farm products, safe supply of the products and
reliability for quality.

In conclusion, as the use of environmentally—friendly farm products for

school feeding has expanded interest of adolescents in health and farming, it
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will contribute to expansion of production base and multi—functions of farming,

and succession of traditional eating habits.
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