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Abstract

A Study of Feminism and the Limitation of Imperialism
in Jane Eyre

Seo-Hyun An

Advisor : Prof. Jae-Pung Kim PhD.
Major in English Language Education
Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The novel TJane Eyres is a kind of Bildungsroman in which a woman
named Jane Eyre tries to reclaim autonomy while resisting the Victorian
society where women were usually oppressed. In this novel, Jane was left
an orphan when she was born and suffered from social and class
suppression, but she managed to tide over such difficulties and grew to
finally get married to Rochester.

This novel suggested a new image of woman, not a traditionally passive
image of woman of that time period. It could be interpreted from a feminist
viewpoint, and this work has much room for positive and negative criticism
simultaneously for Jane's resistance in a patriarchal society and its
subsequently revealed woman's role in the situation of the time. Jane, who
had been vehement in resisting undue suppression during childhood in the
custody of her aunt, finally complied with traditional social value.

This novel was evaluated as a revolutionary work growing out of
immoral, overly deep-rooted social ideas at that time; on the other hand,
this novel was reviewed as a work portraying Jane as a woman who

helplessly compromised with social convention and went with its standard



of wvalue. Jane came to form her identity while resisting male—dominant
ideology. However, her resistance was not just a woman's resistance, but
was also based on racial discrimination by imperialistic principles.

The fact that the novel TJane Eyres had to do with the imperialistic
principles was portrayed through the racial and sexual discrimination
revealed through Rochester's former wife, Bertha, who was locked in an
attic by Rochester. The imperialist's aspects were noticeably revealed at
the scene where Saint John desired to be a superior man by civilizing and
dominating other races by working as a white missionary in India. Jane also
revealed her imperialistic dominant desire, as seen in St. John's getting

enslaved to the idea of civilizing India.
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"Youl[Jane] have no business to take our books; you are a dependent, mamma

says; you have no money; your father left you none; you

ought to beg, and not

live here with gentleman's children like us, and eat the same meals we do, and

wear clothes at our mamma's expense. Now, I'll teach

you to rummage my

book-shelves: for they are mine; all the house belongs to me, or will do in a few

years."(10)
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"Wicked and cruel boy!" I said. "You are like a murderer - you are like a

slave—driver - you are like the Roman emperors!" (10)
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The red-room was a spare chamber, very seldom slept in. A bed supported on
massive pillars of mahogany hung with curtains of deep red damask, stood out
like a tabernacle in the center, the two large windows, with their blinds almost
drawn down, were half shrouded in festoons and falls of similar drapery; the
carpet was red; the table at the foot or the bed was covered with a crimson

cloth.(12 -13)
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I had nothing in harmony with Mrs. Reed or her children, or her chosen
vassalage. If they did not love me, in fact, as little did I love them. They were
not bound to regard with affection a thing that could not sympathise with one
amongst them; a heterogeneous thing, opposed to them in temperament, in
capacity, in propensities; a useless thing, incapable of serving their interest, or
adding to their pleasure; a noxious thing, cherishing the germs of indignation at

their treatment, of contempt of their judgment.(15)
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I looked up at— a black pillar!= Such, at least, appeared to me, at first sight,
the straight, narrow, sable-clad shape standing erect on the rug: the grim face at

the top was like a carved mask, placed above the shaft by way of capital.(31)
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"This little girl has not quite the character and disposition I could wish: should
you admit her into Lowood school, I should be glad if the superintendent and
teachers were requested to keep a strict eye on her, and above all, to guard
against her worst fault, a tendency to deceit."..... "I should wish her to be brought

up in a manner suiting her prospects, to be made useful, to be kept humble."(33)
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"l am glad you are no relation of mine: I will never call you aunt again as long
as I live. I will never come to see you when I am grown up; and if any one asks
me how I liked you, and how you treated me, O will say the very thought of you
makes me sick, and that you treated me with miserable cruelty.".... "I shall
remember how you thrust me back- roughly and violently thrust me back- into
the red room, and locked me up there, to my dying day; though I was in agony;
though 1 cried out, while suffocating with distress, "Have mercy! Have mercy,
aunt Reed!" And that punishment you made me suffer because your wicked boy

struck me—- knocked me down for nothing. I will tell anybody who asked me



questions this exact tale. People think you a good woman, but you are bad;

hard-hearted. You are deceitful!" (35-36)
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"You are aware that my plan in bringing up these girls is, not to accustom them
to habits of luxury and indulgence, but to render them hardy, patient, self-denying.
Should any little accidental disappointment of the appetite occur, such as the
spoiling of a meal, the under or the over dressing of a dish, the incident ought not
to be neutralised by replacing with something more delicate the comfort lost, thus
pampering the body and obviating the aim of this institution; it ought to be
improved to the spiritual edification of the pupils, by encouraging them to evince

fortitude under the temporary privation."(63)
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They ought to have come a little sooner to have heard his lecture on dress, for
they were splendidly attired in velvet, silk, and furs. The two younger of the
trio(fine girls of sixteen and seventeen) had gray beaver hats, then in fashion,
shaded with ostrich plumes, and from under the brim of this graceful head—dress
fell a profusion of light tresses, elaborately curled; the elder lady was enveloped
in a costly velvet shawl, trimmed with ermine, and she wore a false front of

French curls. (65)
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If people were always kind and obedient to those who are cruel and unjust, the

Z

«

wicked people would have it all their own way; they would never feel afraid, and
so they would never alter, but would grow worse and worse. When we are struck
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15) Showalter, p. 118.



at without a reason, we should strike back again very hard; I am sure we should -

so hard as to teach the person who struck us never to do it again.”(57)

bt
ol
ol
kl
N
>
o
I
f
fu
e
ol
o
)
ol
ol
T
el

AP 290 2 FAoA Hlojux]

o etz sigoz <lalel WA Bk AL Alel E bl £ Az
Z Aol whetd AfEe Uk b 98 AUAAE nEos 848 ol
W AN ofelge FEen 29T Sueld Ao AFE FPIH YO
2 3 WA Fol2dA Wik fEsblA wFE JFosw FYHAAY A9 o
ot FAge 2eseld W T oyl 9B AN LA o8] “FAS D
oehe QIB(11OE 435 Bk Aol ABAAN e Ae AAY FHS
orzr POoR o A6 3eHE] HolAT AARE A0S trrels
W o] gt ek,

Ao Fgow AHEL AAR BEe NPe A FAH AFHA o
£ d4e]l BEOR A8 FWE wbl HE RS BUAANN £3HE ol
A AANA A Y AolE AsA Ha, ahe] BYOR Solrh
ol ARE GUHL waeh 43S ggetA ik SAR o BE /19§ 1
R £02 AeA A 51 Ae 2Re @3 A AT ‘ot ol
£ AolA A2 =9 WA dgetn” 3s "t

= AHrE d9dd AE 2ddd ArE gt V|=E S3Y Ve 2de 2

o oFsHAl Eoj e whghol ZojA Wl A #dnh v V=S 2l Wekel A=

= 9o F o A 7ds itk o 719E 9] Imgk g3k How &9 507t

= 2 2 T ehal v o] dapdow ot “asithd Aol Al M2

A& WA ST

=

I desired liberty; for liberty I grasped; for liberty I uttered a prayer; it seemed
scattered on the wind then faintly blowing. I abandoned it and framed a humbler
supplication; for change, stimulus: that petition, too, seemed swept off into vague

space: “Then,” I cried, half desperate, “grant me at least a new servitude!” (86)
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(Thornfield) I ¢ 73 WAL olglth FAe] A mabe mawe 7hde 54
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Diana and Mary were soon to leave Moor House, and return to the far different
life and scene which awaited them, as governesses in a large, fashionable,
south-of-England city; Where each held a situation in families, by whose wealth
and haughty members they were regarded only as humble dependents, and who
neither knew nor sought one of their innate excellences, and appreciated only their
acquired accomplishments as they appreciated the skill of their cook or the taste

of their waiting—woman.(358)
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I longed for a power of vision which might overpass that limit; which might
reach the busy world, towns, regions full of life I had heard of but never seen:
that then [ desired more of practical experience than [ possessed; more of
intercourse with my Kkind, of acquaintance with variety of characters, than was
here within my reach. I valued what was good in Mars. Fairfax, and what was
good in Adéle; but I believed in the existence of other and more vivid kinds of

goodness, and what I believed in I wished to behold. Who blames me?(111)
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Women are supposed to be very calm generally; but women feel just as men
feel; they need exercise for their faculties and a field for their efforts as much as
their brothers do; they suffer from too rigid a restraint, too absolute a stagnation,
precisely as men would suffer; and it is narrow—minded in their more privileged
fellow—creatures to say that they ought to confine themselves to making puddings
and Kknitting stockings, to playing on the piano and embroidering bags. It is
thoughtless to condemn them, or laugh at them, if they seek to do more or learn

more than custom has pronounced necessary for their sex.(111)
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16) John S. Mill, "The Subjection of Women." On Liberty and other Writings. Ed. Stefan
Collini (London: Cambridge UP, 1989), pp. 119-217.
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The ease of his[Rochester's] manner freed me from painful restraint; the
friendly frankness, as correct as cordial, with which he treated me, drew me to
him. I felt at times as if he were my relation, rather than my master: yet he was
imperious sometimes still; but I did not mind that; I saw it was his way. So happy,
so gratified did I become with this new interest added to life, that I ceased to pine
after kindred. My thin crescent—-destiny seemed to enlarge; the blanks of existence

were filled up; my bodily health improved; I gathered flesh and strength.(149)
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Do you think I am an automaton? — a machine without feeling? and can bear to
have my morsel of bread snatched from my lips, and my drop of living water
dashed from my cup? Do you think, because I am poor, obscure, plain, and little, I
am soulless and heatless? You think wrong! - I have as much soul as you, - and
full as much heart! And if God had gifted me with some beauty and much wealth, I
should have made it as hard for you to leave me, as it is now for me to leave
you. I am not talking to you now through the medium of custom, conventionalities,
nor even of mortal flesh— it is my spirit that addresses your spirit; just as if both

had passed through the grave, and we stood at God's feet, equal- as we are!(257)
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I only want an easy mind, sir. Do you remember what you said of Celine
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Varens?--of the diamonds, the cashmeres you gave her? I will not be your English
Celine Varens. I shall continue to act as Adele's governess; by that I shall earn
my board and lodging, and thirty pounds a year besides. I'll furnish my own

wardrobe out of that money, and you shall give me nothing but__ .(274)
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My future husband was becoming to mo my whole world; and more than the
world; almost my hope of heaven. He stood between me and every thought of
religion, as an eclipse intervenes between man and the broad sun. I could not, in

those days, see God for his creature: of whom I had made an idol.(279)
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I found her nature wholly alien to mine; her tastes obnoxious to me; her cast of
mind common, low, narrow, and singularly incapable of being led to anything
higher, expanded to anything larger. What a pigmy intellect she had--and what
giant propensities! How fearful were the curses those propensities entailed on me!
Bertha Mason,-—the true daughter of an infamous mother,--dragged me through all
the hideous and degrading agonies which must attend a man bound to a wife at

once intemperate and unchaste.(311)
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17) Gilbert & Gubar, p. 79.

18) Ibid.

19) Terry Eagleton. The Myths of Power: A marxist Study of the Brontés (London &
Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1975), p. 30.
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20) Rich, p. 98-99.

21) Helen Moglen, "The End of Jane Eyre and the Creation of a Feminist Myth." Jane
Eyre. ed. Harold Bloom (New York: Chelsea House Publishers, 1987), p. 126.

22) Showalter, p. 121.
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It was a grovelling fashion of existence: I should never like to return to it.
Hiring a mistress is the next worst thing to buying a slave: both are often by
nature, and always by position, inferior: and to live familiarly with inferiors is
degrading. I now hate th recollection of the time I passed with Céline, Giacinta,

and Clara.(317)
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I felt the truth of these words: and I drew from them the certain inference, that
if I were so far to forget myself and all the teaching that had ever been instillde
into me as—under any protext — with any justification—through any temptation — to
become the successor of these poor girls, he would one day regard me with the

same feeling which now in his mind desecrated their memory.(317)
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I could join with Diana and Mary in all their occupations; converse with them as
much as they wished, and aid them when and where they would allow me. There
was a reviving pleasure in this intercourse, of a kind now tasted by me for the
first time - the pleasure arising from perfect congeniality of tastes, sentiments,

and principles.(356)
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It began calm - and indeed, as far as delivery and pitch of voice went, it was

_26_



calm to the end: an earnestly felt, yet strictly restrained zeal breathed soon in the
distinct accents, and prompted the nervous language. This grew to force -
compressed, condensed, controlled. The heart was thrilled, the mind astonished, by
the power of the reacher: neither was softened. Throughout there was a strange
bitterness: an absence of consolatory gentleness, stern allusions to Calvinistic
doctrines - election, predestination, reprobation - were frequent: and each
reference to these points sounded like a sentence pronounced for doom. When he
had done, instead of feeling better, calmer, more enlightened by his discourse, I

experienced an inexpressible sadness.(358)
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God and nature intended you for a missionary's wife. It is not personal, but
mental endowments they have given you: you are formed for labour, not for love.
A missionary's wife you must — shall be. You shall be mine: I claim you - not for

my pleasure, but for my Sovereign's service.(409)

A2 AE HFoE AAS AU £FER dgsted BRe] A
e gol ohd shibde] W £B2 WASH Ao x2fER BHEER

il

o



ﬂUNLUr\_LI.
piasrdnRE
T o T - _ o o) 5o B R
%ﬂﬂ@ﬁﬂﬂ@ _— £ E ﬂ_zbﬂﬂhmﬂ%mw
oo ® ot U = R " X =
R "SR o T 7 E ﬂﬁamo%ﬂﬂ. "R
I O YR S ﬂw%_ovlztﬂr & o
L R B = E G O o o
< ™ T = 9 = 3 ﬂ»mkleL;E%
Mo o) T X RGN T T - 5 w7 2 o — K
ﬁo]ﬂaidlé_ 4w 882 W P o T o
| o - = - 2 ) T % W
= o, Xl oau P — B » N o o) X T ok
T N 1 —~) o o & ~ K ol el —~ —_
u‘lﬂdlﬂﬂm_u_ﬂ_‘.mlul Ldf.,ooM s & 2 ;oﬂ_ou‘m‘mﬂ.oﬂAo_L7 ,mn}»r
— o ~ —~ KX NF 2 0 by
s 9 o 5 @k ) i "3 ol < o0 o )
= o R g ® P mmg g E ,%om_bwaﬂL_Lﬂ,Lﬁ R
< i —
o~ o g THd 2% % WL PL T F !
g N E T AR g, 8 T TP B T
R R A S A AL - B ET g oy D ®
a_ioayﬂ;}% T R oW e B - B
ﬂiﬁ%&ﬂhﬂ N g 5 g X KRS ey
- 2R o Do M s £ 8 wor ®Em o n o)
o oY e gET 7 2 = ~N ) r B F
e A e s R £E7 T T S
S M R Wi =
G W Ay Ao 8 B mlyoo_bﬂu%%ma Al
X = o
o 9 T o T ook w® 5 op 255 = i 12 5 o? 5 .
L R O i L 2Ry =3
0 _ = —_ = ; il
A ) S Tiia yR2w TP
—_ oF T O - ~ @ = < o -2 S JJ < o = el 2
< 2 s SR S Jo °“L 8 = = | U z,_.._ £l MU
o N N O — ™ ™ & £ = mMLl_ﬂ_]wa-.H TR <
g P o o 5 X - _ 3§ & __bﬂﬂ@ﬁ__o%_a T
ztﬂlmm o ou ot o oﬂﬂ@ ﬂmm.m = EA]%JQZM Mo
Prze®y  Fap FID BtEsRiod fE
DR TEEAS BT S L Tz
o m_m " W n E X o o s & 8 ¢ o o o o X el K No N =
T Mo o I T SR B ﬂnniﬁ%fdmﬂ
o o) T R v w . ¢ S E R o i Wl
o H o oo e w =T =E Bssg ] Fr e wr 2
ﬂiﬁwumoltﬁUrﬂ EHT@ Mm%m ormﬁﬂem_uuﬂmﬂﬁw T K
o) T + — N KA
TIRSceLof LD fin £03s2472% CE
X = s ﬁlﬁl_ro#umlﬂw @m«a o
o MR oF W o) ®

o]7} A7

=
=

27k 29 Algo] Alado)

]
=

Froll
- 28 -

of th Apalo] whxl Wl



I felt veneration for St. John - veneration so strong that is impetus thrust me at
once to the point I had so long shunned. I was tempted to cease struggling with
him - to rush down the torrent of his will into the gulf of his existence, and there

lose my own.(425)
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25) Gilbert & Gubar, p. 360.
26) Showalter, pp. 112-124
27) Spivak, p. 251.
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dol Al oddold B ST £FaE Aol ofd oL A BAlee
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“slgoletnar b Folg sAdTe wlrker Yalo] BA i AR, WEARA
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& e A BT Uk BA6A £48 & 4 s AT Bl

'Sacrifice! What do [ sacrifice? ' Which are none, sit, to me. I love you better
now, when I can really be useful to you than I did in your state of proud
independence, when you disdained every part but that of the giver and

protector.'(453)

Adat 2ALEe 2E2 Fabdsos e FdAY 5d14ds A 2 A}l
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28) Eagleton, p. 4
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I have now been married ten years. I know what it is to love entirely for and
with what I love best on earth. I hold myself supremely blest — blest beyond what
language can express: because I am my husband's life as fully as he is mine. All
my confidence is bestowed on him, all his confidence is devoted to me: we are

precisely suited in character - perfect concord is the result.(459)
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o hE AYE 2 £ gglon, BAZEL A8 9 8 FE 55 93
A HEZE HE FFE 2 5 QA Hdvkn Forskack2

A ofool ATAME ARFH Aujel FAA AU FHABE] 43 A
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S50 WRB 024 HAt: A2 & + dvh P= Jfe 2FY E Foi
W ABE A A ALS geHa ANga s RAe BE S 2 )
229 222 Rt E UE AR Q8 BEEHsE: Guel 499 9
Fo Fo] 19 GAo] Y3 AT Fhdch

BEHE AR A9 BAE U HF 1 g BURE B3
g AAT Aolth “Ale] BEF BEE Al A4S Syolth Holm Al
A Qein o] AES GARAE FAL ZEoIY, wed HPolt BEe AE
of ohth AR o4Ol FFS WAHL FaAUTHE ElfAY AR

29) Gilbert & Gubar, pp. 368-369
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30) Rich, p. 470.
31) Millet, pp. 50-54.

_33_



ki

st Al

A

5}

kel

’

1=
=

o

w4
ol AlzdETt

-
R

A

g

Zob. Y

o
Ll S0

&
o] el ool o

S

ER]

23
Atk

S
Z

oL."(10) 2t ]

ok

al

n

o]

HFE BAF T 2 E7bel| A o] glAld

groz viskd AriA A ujel

|

o
R84

o)

Atk ZALE7F Ade “HI%

S ©
= —

R CEIEE P2

|

)

o]
oW

Zjl—

a2l

ZA 2Eof 9

L

oy 2AsE oaAT A

o8l x}A

=

]

3

Bl
3

=

il
A oolAlA O dF B FHo] gloja! BEd

(396)°] 2}

=

=

=

ZFA
ol A
ofol,

]2
Zote] ZH ST} 1 L5
H=

5t

°©
1_

]

- AL ofkQle) d=olglela, of, 1 Wb =2 Foprkan 1 AH

L

&
-

=]
5t
=

9]

g
F7)oll WAl
FaL AFol 7

i e AFS Wl

-

R

A

A
CISE
A9 AFHm Uk

o}

o
=
Ko
=
<
=

d= Uz

il

o

)

ol

e

A

I never saw a face like it! It was a
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- oh, sir.

Fearful and ghastly to me,



discoloured face - it was a savage face. I wish I could forget the roll of the red
eyes and fearful blackened inflation of the lineaments. This, sir, was purple : the
black eyebrows widely raised over the blood — shot eyes. Shall I tell you of what
it reminded me? Of the foul German spectre - the Vampyre.(283)
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The lunatic sprang and grappled his throat viciously, and laid her teeth to his
cheek: they struggled. She was a big woman, in stature almost equalling her
husband, and corpulent besides: she showed virile force in the contest—- more
than once she almost throttled him, athletic as he was. He could have settled her

with a well-planted blow; but he would not strike.(298)
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I ventured once more to meet my master's and lover's eye; which most
pertinaciously sought mine, though I averted both face and gaze. He smiled; and I
thought his smile was such as a sultan might, in a blissful and fond moment,

bestow on a slave his gold and gems had enriched.(273)
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32) zog], T A= oA - AR BEEHY TAIQ do]y 4. THRUFE AlZelA] gnia
A7) . A AestuEa, 2002, pp. 116-118.
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33) Raymond Williams, "Charlotte and Emily Bronté," 7he English NovelX From
Dickens to Lawrence (Frogmore: Paladin, 1974), p. 52.

34) Richard V. Chase, "The Bronté, or Myth Domesticated," Forms of Modern
Fiction, Ed. Willlam V. O'Connor (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota
Press, 1948), p. 468.
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