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ABSTRACT

A Comparison on Current Status of Operating Special
Education Classes in General and Vocational High Schools

in the Area of Gwangju and Jeonnam

Jihoon Ahn

Advisor : Seunghee Lee, Ph.D.
Major in Special Education
Graduate School of Education,

Chosun University

The purpose of this study was to offer the basic data for the
improvement of special education classes in high schools through by the
current status of operating special education classes in general and
vocational high schools.

The subjects of this study were 28 special education teachers of public
high schools in Gwangju and Jeonnam. The questionnaires were mailed to
34 special education teachers of high schools in Gwangju and Geonnam,
but only 30 questionnaires were returned(Return rate 88.2%). After
analyzing the gathered questionnaires, two of them that were done by the
private vocational high school teachers were not adopted because of their
uncertain answers. Thus, 28 questionnaires which were done by the
special education teachers of public high schools were used as basic
data(ll of 28 questionnaires were conducted by the general high school
teachers and 17 of 28 questionnaires were conducted by the vocational
high school teachers).

Descriptive statistics(frequency and percentage) were used to analyze

_Vi_



the response of the subjects. However, case percentage(case %) was used
for the repetitive questions.

The survey was devised for this study by modifying and adapting the
following questionnaires: A Comparison and Analysis of the Special Class
Management for the Retarded According to the School System in
Korea(Bak Dong-myeong, 2004), A Comparison on the Actual Condition of
Career Education for Special Class in Academic and Vocational High
School(Kim Ok-soon, 2005), and Teachers’ Perception on Inclusion in
Industrial High School in Gyeonggi Provimce(Yee Won-chul, 2006).

The survey was composed of four parts: inspection of teachers’
general background(sex, ages, teaching career, class hours per week, etc),
curriculum and operation of special education classes, administration and
finance of special education classes, and career education of special
education classes.

The results were as follows:

First, in the area of the curriculum and operation of special education
classes, most of them were dependent on special education teachers.
However, vocational high schools’ curriculum and operation were more
flexible than general high schools’. The attitude of the special education
teachers was active not only in physical inclusion but also in social
inclusion, but the attitude of the special education teachers toward
teaching methods was rather passive. Both groups of the teachers
answered that the most important education aim of the special education
class was to adapt our society and to extend socialization. Also, both
groups said the urgent problem to improve operation of the special
education class was understanding and cooperation of Non-special

education students.

- vil —



Second, in the area of administration and finance, 2006 year’'s
operational expenses of special education classes differed according to each
province and city. Even though the year’s operational expenses for special
education classes in Jeonnam were the lowest, the satisfaction of teachers
from both groups on finance was high. Understanding from administrators
and principals for special education classes in both groups was over
average.

Third, in the area of career education, the teachers from both groups
thought that job and career education were important. General high
schools’ teachers focused more on job and career education than
vocational high schools’ teachers. Before career education was offered,
teachers were short of preparation. The teachers of the two groups
focused on four skills in regarding to career education: basic life habits,
relationships with others, training for socialization, and basic working
skills. To increase the effects of career education, they thought that good
career education programs should be more researched and developed.
Furthermore, the chances for taking career education programs in real

situations must be increased.
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