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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Characteristic of <Ohyouranjeon>
Novel of Manners

Cha Seon-yeoung
Advisor : Prof. Kim su-jung Litt.D.
Major in Korean Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The nover of Manner is not the type of novel that describes the picture of
an appropriate society in every age. It is a novel that aims at describing the
customs of any specific periods or a section of the social conditions. Its
style is what seeks the events and developments thoroughly through the
custom, social conditional facts.

The social — economical background, artistic background, and ideological
background were the reasons of the appearance of the social condition in
the latter Joseon. As the period of Joseon, with great confucianism principle
in people's mind, had passed to the latter time, the servants system which
kept the status system had been collapsed. The lower class started to own
the servants, and even the servants owned other servants. At last the
unsettledness of the status system and the developments of the agriculture -
commerce and industry played the role of a catalyst that disjoint the feudal
system.

Looking through the epic structure of <Ohyouranjeon>, the contingency or

the biography which the writers in Joseon period used shows the originality



and novelty that can't be found anywhere else. The character is an ordinary
person and the composition is simple. And also all events develop
realistically and inevitably.

The background tale of <Ohyouranjeon> is the man selling out tale. It has
a strong character of shameful story that reveals the hypocrisy of the selling
out object. It shows the writer's creativity, and the process of deceiving the
selling out object is realistic. It is admitted the sexual desire which is a true
character of a human being, and it is reflected the social aspect in the latter
Joseon which put the priority in the personal value rather than collective
value.

None of the characters in the social condition novel is heroic or
outstanding. Usually they are common and ordinary.

<Ohyouranjeon> made the actuality and reality of the work enhanced
through the realistic description. And it evokes great laughter. The social
condition event is that the hedonic and decadent officials try to sell out the
person who is faithful to the moral confucianism idea to justify their lives.

<Ohyouranjeon> is a Chinese writing novel, and it can be a work reflecting
the consciousness of intellectual class who uses Chinese writing. Old novel
usually deals with the promotion of virtue and reproval of vice. However,
<Ohyouranjeon> deals with the personal value out of the confucianism idea
in Joseon period.

The reality of <Ohyouranjeon> has been raised through the realistic
description. And also it can approach more to realistic. The characters are
opposed to one another for their social status, and the difference of their
values. To solve the problem, man selling out tales are accepted.

<Ohyouranjeon> was understood that it has the history of literature meaning
of selling out novel on the transitional period of the old novel and modern
novel by social aspect in the latter Joseon through the selection of restraint
which pursued the personal value; entry of actual and realistic character;

realistic description; satire and humor.
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