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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Actual State and Activation Scheme of

Alternative School.

Moon Mi Young
Academic Advisor: Professor Kim Young Gon
Chosun University, Graduate School of Education

Department of General Social Education

In the 21st century, the world has transformed into a globalized and
information-oriented society. In this context, in an effort to regain the true
form of education, alternative schooling appeared as the solution to the
many voices of criticisms toward public education.

Alternative schools in Korea are voluntarily researched and run by
teachers, parents, and education theorists—the very subjects of education,
enabling these au courant schools to come up with solutions to problems
that general school systems would find difficult to solve.

This thesis paper aims to examine the various forms of alternative
schools, identify problems that contemporary alternative schools are facing,

and explore better ways to activate them in society.
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To carry out this research, I have examined and analyzed the
educational ideologies, objectives, curriculums, methods, and conditions of
Sung Ji, Han Bit, and Gandhi High School, and by reviewing their practiced
cases, I have been able to identify several problems within these systems

and come up with solutions to vitalize these schools.

To summarize the results of analyzing the practiced cases, it has
been discovered that these alternative schools had several characteristics in
common,

First, the educational ideology and image of students that alternative
schools pursue focus on emphasizing an individual’s freedom and free will,
community spirit, morality, and independence.

Second, they pursue an education that intends to nurture
well-rounded students, develop student’s social skills, and stress the value
of life and the ecosystem.

Third, the contents of their education is based on practicality to put
an emphasis on social education rather than knowledge, and learning and
working in an environmentally-friendly educational surrounding in an effort
to teach students susceptibility and hard work.

Fourth, the educational method they utilize allows students to select
their own programs based on their future aspirations and aptitudes, guiding
them to actively and voluntarily participate in class.

Fifth, they aim to create a small school, value ecolife, and teach

students to work together with the teachers as a whole.

As written above, each school has put in great effort to practice
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alternative schooiing, but after analyzing several cases, several problemé
have emerged inside this system.

First, there is a lack of specific programs and curriculums that will
help pursue the alternative schools’ common ideology of a community spirit.

Second, a training system for dutiful teachers who would be able to
understand and devote themselves to the students does not exist, leading to
issues regarding a lack of professionality, low salaries, and poor treatment.

Third, poor educational facilities, grounding, and an effort to strive
for a small and efficient school result in serious financial problems.

Fourth, social awareness of alternative schools in addition to the
biased opinions from neighboring schools, parents, and residents have

become major problems.

Accordingly, to counter these various problems that alternative
schools are currently facing, I have proposed several solutions hoping to
improve their status.

First, alternative schools need to establish a systemized concrete
model regarding their curriculums.

Second, alternative schools need to create a training system that will
nurture teachers who fully understand the concept of alternative schooling.

Third, the government needs to undergo regulation reforms in order

to support alternative schools both administratively and financially.

Eventually, alternative education will succeed only with the will of
an educational theorist, the government’s administrative support and

regulation reforms, and an active and voluntary determination.
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Therefore, it is only when the society finds ways to accommodate
the positive aspects of alternative education into the education system,
educational theorists and authorities endeavor to support alternative
education, and the concept of voluntary alternative schooling spreads
throughout society, that we will be able to improve and find solutions to
the many problems regarding the standardized education prevalent in the

current educational system of our society.
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