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ABSTRACT

A Study on Dasan Jeong Yak-yong's Letters

- Centering on the Times of His Stay in Gangjin -

Choi, I-ho

Adviser : Kwon Soon-yoel Litt.D.
Major @ Sino—-Korean Literature
Graduate School of Education, Chosun

University

Dasan's numerous writings were mostly produced at the place of exile,
Gangjin. Despite living problems and mental instability, he continuously
devoted himself to writing to compile practical science. This study
examined methodological principles by which he could produce his writings
and aspects of patriotism vand ideologies through letters he sent from
Gangjin. | '

Chapter 2 examined how Dasan expanded and completed his study
through social intercourse and education at the place of exile.

Haenam Yun as Dasan's mother's family and Haenam Yun living in Gangjin
gave lots of economic help; in particular, Yun Dan offered Dasanchodang in
1808, which enabled Dasan to obtain good results of academic writings.
Eupjung pupils, Hwang Sang and.Lee Cheong, obtained academically great

results following their teacher and pupils in the Dasin group also



participated consistently in Dasan's writing. Finally, the encounter with the
Buddhist priest, Hyejang, caused Dasan to get great vitality in life and
begin academic exchange between Confucianism and Buddhism. Choui Uisun
also came to Dasanchodang for his teaching.

Chapter 3 examined concrete academic modes, attitudes, patriotism, and
ideologies revealed through letters Dasan sent from the place of exile
largely in four categories.

Paragraph 1 examined his educatidnal methods through letters sent to his
children and lineage. Dasan's education of children was very elaborate and
“deliberate. He explained how to make abridge and book and gave an
assignment followed by his own review.

Paragraph 2 examined how academic accomplishment and writings were
made through letters exchanged with his brother, Jeong Yak-jeon. As for
discussions with his brother, Dasan sent a draft to Jeong Yak-jeon, who
added his opinion or revised it. The academic discussions performed in this
way between brothers made the greatest contribution to Dasan's numerous
writings.

Paragraph 3 examined a letter with two items sent to his political
comrade, Kim I-jae! realities of the then rural communities and
contradiction in social system, and complaint of the injustice for him.
Paragraph 4 dealt with discussions about Mencius' theory of mentality with
Munsan Lee Jae-ui. Munsan had an idealistic position of orthodox
Neo-Confucianism while Dasan stuck to a practical position of practical
science. Discussions between them ended without even a bit concession,
which served to consolidate their own theory.

As discussed above, letters Dasan sent from Gangjin most acutely show
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his academic attitudes, patriotism, and ideological aspects. This study
described Dasan's humane aspects along with his academic attitudes and
methodological principles of writing through letters he sent from Gangjin. It
is therefore believed that this study will be so valuable if researchers in

Dasan can use it as a base.
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