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ABSTRACT

The Effects of the Whole Language Teaching Program on Reading

and Writing Abilities of Students with Mental Retardation

Jeong Suk-gyeong
Advisor : Prof. Kim Nam-soon Ph.D.
Major in Special Education

Graduate School of Education Chosun University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of the whole
language teaching program on the reading and writing abilities of students with
mental retardation. The subjects were three students who had been attending
the special class for the retardation in middle school and they had got less than
28% in the reading and writing test for basic learning aptitude.

The researcher reviewed and adapted the language teaching program for the
retardation in middle school by national special education institute for this
study. This study used the results of reading and writing test and reading 1,2
inspection of basic learning aptitude by Korea Education Development Institute
as the inspection tools and conducted the inspections 24 times for 8 weeks.

The conclusions of this study can be summed up like the followings.

First, language teaching program was effective to enhance the reading ability
of the mentally disabled students. Student 2 out of the three subjects showed

improvement in recognizing and reading single syllables, students 1 and 3 in



reading words. Students 2 and 3 highly improved in reading comprehension ;
they could understand the sentence structures and conjunctions and meanings of
the words. Student 2 showed highly improvement in every reading.

Second, language teaching program was also effective to enhance the writing
ability of the mentally retarded students. Three of the subjects, compared with
their previous abilities to connect the sounds and letters, greatly improved in
connecting sounds and letters of the words as well as the syllables. This was
because after joining the program, they practiced simple words and sentences
related to the daily life frequently and this repeated practice helped them to
enhance their understanding the daily words.

On the basis of the this study, the researcher is to suggest the followings.

First, language teaching program for mentally retarded students in middle
school is to be adapted to study on the listening and speaking ability as well
as reading and writing ability.

Second, appropriate reading and writing testing tools for mentally retarded
students should be developed.

Third, extracurricular learning classes should be given to the students during

the vacation session.
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