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ABSTRACT

A Study on Crow Image in Kim Hyeonseung’s Poetry

Choi You-nan
Advisor : Prof. Baek Soo-in, Ph.D.
Major in Korean Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

Kim Hyeonseung was a poet who established his own poem world with his
agony and loneliness based on Christian idea. They regard Kim Hyeonseung,
with his poem world uniquely formed under religious thoughts, as an important
poet in modern poems of Korea.

When we try to understand the poems of Kim Hyeonseung, it is important to
understand how a specific religion Christianity affects his poems. The image of
‘a crow’ is studied in relation with the Christianity spirit.

The crow is a sole bird repeatedly appearing in the poems of Kim Hyeonseung.
It shares an important position in his poems appearing in the course of taste
and reformation of his poems. The image of the crow plays a very important
role to generally understand and analyze the flow of the poems of Kim
Hyeonseung. By analyzing the image of the crow, it is possible to find the
internal desire and ambition of the poet. It can find his target he wants to
achieve with his poems considering his life as a Christian.

It assorted the characteristics of a crow into three categories; black, crying
and wings. It tried to find how these factors lead the general image of a crow
specifically. The poet gives special meaning and authority to the crow with the

three factors.



The uniqueness of the poems of Kim Hyeonseung is in the pursuit of oneness
with God. It can be expressed with the word ‘transcendence’ that transcends
the ideas on this world. It denies our identities including everything in this
world and enters the world of God. ‘Black’, ‘Crying’ and ‘Wings  aren’t bothered
by each factor of characteristics. They are dependent on the common movement
of the crow through the activity of imagination. It leads to the pursuit of
oneness with God and the world of transcendence that are the ultimate goal of
the poet’s poem world.

The image of the crow could be explained relating it with the story of ‘the
prodigal son’. The image of the prodigal son has the meaning of achieving the
goal of the poet’s imaginary world. The image of a crow is the image of Kim

Hyeonseung and his will. It has the image of returned prodigal son.
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