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ABSTRACT

A Study on the <Unyoungjeon>

Lee Seul - ki
Advisor : Prof. Kim Su-jung, Ph.D.
Major in korean Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

This study speculates characteristics of <Unyoungjeon> and it is organized
as follows.

When Chapters 1I and III are examined together, <Unyoungjeon> describes
unreal and illusional experience in real time and space, not an illusion in
dreams.

Here, Yuyoung meets Unyoung and Officer Kim. The soul of Unyoung
meets the soul of Officer Kim in real space and time, not in a dream. <
Unyoungjeon> is influenced by descriptive structures of Mongyurok novel,
but in strictly speaking, it is not an illusional novel. It is one type of the
novels with fancy frame structure. Its background is Spring and the full
moon's day. It describes a lecture hall of Suseongkung below Mt. Inwang as
a spacial and chronological background from the evening to the dawn when
the full moon rises. Through such description, he is invited to the
enchanted land from real time which symbolizes reproduction and real

world which symbolizes the outlet to the another world, having illusional



experiences. The factor which leads Yu-young to illusional experience in
rapture was alcohol. Because he was drunken, his soul was led into
illusion.

Chapter IV examines aspects and characters of conflict. The royal court
which is a main setting of conflict is a place where reasonable men are
prohibited. It is a social and institutional confinement.

The characters in conflicts in the courts are Anpyungdaegun and court
ladies.

Anpyungdaegun has positive character, thinking that talent is equal
whether it is from men or women and teaches court ladies literary words
while he has a negative character, eliminating human desires from court
ladies. The court ladies are being awakened from pressure from
Anpyungdaegun. The transformational progress is first found in Unyoung
and Jran, which is expanded to other court ladies in Segung and Namgung,
making the use of a debate on Wansa place. A conflcit is found in the
process. There are conflicts between court ladies, and internal ones. The
conflicts are those between royalty to Anpyungdaegun and desires of court
ladies.

Finally, Chapter V speculates tragic aesthetics. <Unyoungjeon> has been
uncritically accepted without complete examination on tragic reasons.
However it is looked upon as a novel which has tragic aesthetics through
external disturbing factors and correlations between seasons and events.
That is, a tragedy is caused by Anpyungdaegun who restricts Unyoung
because of his love to her and an external disturbing factor named Teuk
that intends to collapse his master. The season when Unyoung meets

officer Kim i1s ' Fall', not 'Spring' , which indicates a tragedy.
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