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ABSTRACT

A Study on Humanity Education in the

Analects of Confucius

Shin Mi-deak

Adviser : Kwon Soon-yoel Litt.D.
Major : Sino—Korean Literature
Graduate School of Education, Chosun

University

As war against dehumanization has been getting serious, our
generation desperately needs recovery of humanity. Thinking it is sorry
to be wunprepared for organized development of the topic based on
extensive knowledge of Moon Sa-chol, this study concludes as follows:
In the beginning, humanity was developed from analogous religions and
has been established as a theory, which can be definitely found in the
historical flow.

That Confucius said that ‘I describes what was taught by ancestors,



but do not create it’ is a sort of tradition. In the period which tradition
permeates, a thought is generally nonproductive. That is to say, it is
said that there is no energy. In the period which focuses on opening,
tradition is a productive energy in ideology, which is an emergency of
true humanity.

The purpose of Confucianism 1is to establish human ideals by
incorporating the past culture into cultivated morality. Cultivation of
morality indicates practical training that virtue should be maintained and
based on humanity. However, Confucius develops a description that
virtue should be maintained and based on humanity through a
suggestion that it should be cultivated through manners. A suggestion
that humanity should be developed through poetry, virtue should be
practiced through manners, and personality should be completed through
music 1s its specific development. Poetry, calligraphy, manners and music
are humanity itself, and culture decorates quality through a form. That
1s, it indicates that it decorates nature through humanity. Simple
personality 1s based on nature. Decoration means education. Cultivated
humanity decorates and completes naturalness of personality. What is to
complete? It is to complete beauty and goodness as presented in a
suggestion that ‘people can be men of honor after their internal base
and external style are fully developed’ said by Confucius.

In respect to personality, after people criticize and considers their
psychological reactions, and lead them to inside of life, the origin of their
life and morality can be found, identified and complemented. It is a

practice without efforts.



Personality which is a basis of Confucius’s thought is created through
a series of practice. If we are to understand and judge Confucius’s
stoicism and his method to practice humanity, our reason has to
recognize the processes of such practice. It can be assumed that our
personality itself is a wunity of speciality and universality. Complete
identification of an individual is cultivation of the cosmos and society.
Completion of self needs completion of the universe. Thus, Confucianism
pursues continuing growth and development of humanity with thinking
thoughts of saints as the ultimate standard of personality development. It
1s assumed that personality identified in the perspective of Confucianism
and the concept of personality education have been derived from the
sense of Confucianism'’s value.

Although Confucius did not mention sexuality of humans, the Analects
of Confucius describes central ideals of Confucianism about how people
are developed into being human.

Confucian humanity education is characterized by humans with love to
their nation and people, warm-hearted ones with universal love, enjoying
happy life, righteous ones equiped with liberal arts, ones with steady and
diligent attitudes, having confidence in their jobs, ones with unity with
their society and infinite reliability to their communities, being willing to
give service for other people. As presented in a saying that when home
is controlled well, every thing goes well, when practical education which
can be presented by anyone is given properly, people can be perfect in
considering other people or working as members of their society. In

1960s and 1970s, many mothers care their children too much because



they were born and brought up in poor environment. However, what will
the ones with too much care be in the future? Will they have proper
perspectives of the world and their nations? As Confucius says, children
with great capacity can be leaders of the future. In such meaning, it is
confirmed that personality education is desperately needed and analects
of Confucius will be a good guideline.

This study suggests that we have to make every effort to cultivate
Confucian mind and enrich modern philosophical understanding of
personality education. That is a one of the methods to survive from

educational crisis.
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