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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Relations between Natsume Soseki and
Art

- Centering on 'Sanshiroy -

Jeong, Su-mi
Advisor: Prof. Jo, Young-seok
Major in Japanese Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

Soseki who graduated from Tokyo university majoring in English
Language and Literature and then was selected as the first student
who would study overseas, was engaged in his major in London in
England for two years. His life in London was financially poor and
mentally isolated and at this time he was 34.

He confirmed difference between western countries and Japan, and
grew his mind on criticism and reflection in modern civilization. His
active creation with advanced intelligence acquired from oriental
ethics and western cultures started when he was 40, but he was
first English scholars, poet(Haiku) and artist.

Some people said that his calligraphy and painting are just
hobbies. If Soseki’s main job is writing, Chinese poetry, calligraphy
and painting are considered as hobbies. However, in consideration of
their artistic levels, they go beyond just hobbies.

Of the enormous amount of his creation, there are [Grass



Pillow(Kusamakura); , TAfter Then(Sorekara); and "Gate(Mon);
which are closely related to art, but this study is to speculate

FSanshiro; that is well-known as a romance novel and painting
novel.

However, ['Sanshiro; , which is a romance novel written based
on his accumulated intelligence and power, is full of lots of
indications and symbols. Therefore, as speeches and behaviors of
characters have many indications, it can be never understood easily
and there are diversified suggestions and opinions on it.

What is his power he has accumulated and where does his
psychological source that produces F'Sanshiro; come from

FSanshiro; would not be achieved without his experiences in
England and artistic knowledge. Therefore, this study is to speculate
how his experiences in London and artistic knowledge are applied
for the "Sanshiro; .

Through a hero who remarkably sticks to colors in 'Sanshiro;
and observes things, this study identifies his delicate color senses
and background. Also, it is to identify why 'Sanshiro; is called a

painting novel.
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