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ABSTRACT

A Study on Children's Literature Since 2000s from a Power Perspective

Referring to Carnival Theory of Mikhail Bakhtin

Rhyu Hwi Gyeong
Advisor: Prof. Shin Hyoung-Choel
Dept. of Creative Writing

Graduate School of Chosun University

Children's literature is a literature produced by adult writers targeted children as the pri-
mary readers. Children's literature based on the material and positioning differences between
adult writers and children readers implies the distinct power structure as it has been used
as a tool for a long time to educate and socialize the social group of children. This sup-
ports that the concept of children's literature and children should be newly identified in the
structural relationship between these different groups.

This study analyzes the power issue between children and adults along with the ways to
subvert it appeared in children's literature of Korea since the 2000s, and looks into the val-
ue and significance in the acceptance of the carnival theory by children's literature of
Korea by referring to Mikhail Bakhtin's Carnival Theory. In addition, it explores the direc-
tion in which Korea Children's Literature should move forward by clarifying how the carni-
valesque device functions in the field of Korea Children's Literature. The reason why this
study limited the periodic range of the works to the 2000s: the number of works to ex-
pand the spectrum of narrative through violations and breakouts from the reality dominated
by hierarchical and authoritative modernistic world view has increased, and the emerging
need of literature for viewing children from the perspective of subject rather than the other.
Therefore, this study selected 20 works out of Korea Children's Literature published since
the 2000s, which feature children characters who experience the intersectionality of op-

pression, and analyzes how the characteristics of carnival literature do function in the field

- viii -
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of children's literature to subvert the power structure between children and adults.

To this end, Chapter |l looks into the concept of Mikhail Bakhtin's Carnival Theory and
the characteristics of carnival literature, and finds out a link between Korea Children's
Literature and the carnival theory.

In chapter I, the characteristics of the carnival literature are divided into collective play
in the agora, popular laughter, grotesque image, cross-dressing, ambivalence, crowning and
decrowning, chronotope, and Menippean satire, and in an attempt to see how each element
is functions to sebvert the power structure between children and adults analyzes 20 works
of Korea Children's Literature published since 2000s.

This is the work that those symbolic actions done by children characters to subvert tem-
porarily the dominant discourse of adults on children supporting the existing social struc-
tures are intended to show that the rules forced children to comply with by adults are arbi-
trary, and at the same time it is the work calling in question about the appropriateness of
the adults' power considered normal and absolute.

In the last chapter of IV, it summarizes the concepts of children and children's literature
rediscovered in the structural relationships among different groups in terms of carnival
based on the results of analysis, and looks into how the appearance of children characters
to subvert the ideological view of children affects children readers. It examines the value
and significance in the acceptance of the carnival theory by children's literature of Korea
and explores the direction in which Korea Children's Literature should move forward.

As a result, it was confirmed that Korea Children's Literature of published since the
2000s acknowledges the materiality and individuality of children, breaking away from the
existing view to regard children, who are the main character of children's literature and the
actual readers, as the identical group with the generality and universality, and that it gives
pleasure and resolve of tension to childeren readers of reality, who are alienated from the
social, cultural, political, and economic through carnivalesque.

This study is meaningful in exploring and shedding new light on Korea Children's
Literature since the 2000s along with the concepts of children, while accepting the entire
theory of carnival that has not been fully incorporated yet into the field of Korea
Children's Literature.
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