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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Categorization of Gender

in Choi Yoon’s Novel

—Referring to Judith Butler’s theory—

Yoon Ji-Su
Advisor : Prof. Shin Hyoung-cheol
Deartent of Creative Writing

Graduate School of Chosun Universily

This study is based on Judith Butler's perspective on the problem of forming
the condition of human life in Choi Yoon’s novel. It attempts, through Choi
Yoon's novel, to have an understanding of gender dichotomy, as revealed in
the novel, and an understanding of Choi Yoon's technical characteristics that
present alternatives to dichotomous gender.

Choi Yoon’'s points out that the modern novel itself is masculinized, but the
opposition of masculinity 1s not regarded as femininity, whereas femininity 1s
not the opposite concept of masculinity. Chot Yoon's diagnoses that the two
sexes classified based on dichotomy are similar and not conflicting. For Choi
Yoon's, the sex of a woman and that of a man are not a conflicting or paired
concept, but a concept of being. Choi Yoon's reinterprets the limitations of
dichotomous sex through asexuality.

In particular, this study focuses on second-person narration, and the
discovery of “Soksagim(whispering)” techniques based on research on a
second-person point of view and awareness of asexuality. The work From
Forest to Forest; attempts to redesign the entire novel as a plot with

repeated and overlapping voices and images of “I” and “you.” Even if the
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disorderly imposed numbers are randomly or sequentially arranged, the stories
do not continue. However, it is difficult to say that each chapter of From
Forest to Forest, 1s scattered without any meaning or context, but it can be
said that this work implies a gender—-based intention as the purpose of securing
space for asexuality.

In addition to the technical study, this study also attempts to look at the
new aspects of gender overcoming the dichotomy, as presented by Choi Yoon's
through the characters in the novel, and check the reality that the characters
wish to overcome through this. Reality checked through novels is the body,
voice, face, and memory that need reorganization. In the context of gender,
Chot Yoon's hopes for a world that has never been experienced to come, as a

place where agency can be realized.
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