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Abstract

Korea began establishing the Korea Important Fisheries Heritage
System based on the Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems
(GIAHS) in 2013. Seven places have been designated national important
fishery heritage properties so far. With the revival of the Ministry of
Oceans and Fisheries, fishery heritage properties were separated from
agricultural heritage properties and given a clear, distinct purpose. The
haenyeo, Jukbangryeom, mudflat fisheries, and salt evaporation ponds
were the first to be designated Korea Important Fisheries Heritage
properties.

The international community is emphasizing that the preservation and
continuation of biological and cultural diversity, which are considered to
be future values, must begin with traditional knowledge. Korea is also
establishing a national policy to restore and preserve biological diversity,
ecological services, cultural diversity, traditional knowledge, and other
values that have disappeared or may disappear with urbanization,
industrialization, and overdevelopment. Among them is the system of
national important fisheries heritage properties.

Just like the Korea Important Agricultural Heritage System, the Korea
Important Fisheries Heritage System must preserve and manage heritage
properties and generate diverse values and inheritances for future

generations for the purpose of branding fisheries heritage and tourism
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resources. To do this, the Korea Important Fisheries Heritage System must
also enhance biological diversity, preserve and utilize traditional knowledge
of biological resources, and expand ecological service values. The Korea
Important Fisheries Heritage System is pursuing this value, and their
actions are not only establishing a system for their goal of maintaining
and continuing traditional fishery knowledge, but also to influence
preservation. Therefore, their scale is quite large. The goal of the Boseong
Tidal Flats Fisheries heritage property is to preserve the unique mudflat
and sea utilization and fishery culture of the region, the fishing village
scenery, the diversity of halophytes, marine animals, and plants, and other
fishery systems. And to revitalize the fishing industry and villages, the
Boseong Tidal Flats applied for and became designated as a Korea
National Fisheries Heritage property in 2015.

National fishery heritage properties refer to traditional fishery activities
and all resulting outcomes such as coastal landscapes, maritime culture,
and fishery activities. They are lifestyles that were formed and developed
by fishermen and women over time as they adapted to an ecological
environment formed around the sea. To be recognized as a national
important fishery heritage property, the traditional fishery activity must be
taking place, and there must be a system established to continue this
traditional fishery activity or traditional knowledge. To be designated a
national fishery heritage property, there must be a key region where the
traditional fishery activity is taking place, and there must be a certain

space formed by the traditional fishing activity. This not only includes the
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sea, but also the areas in which the marine flora and fauna live. The
fishery heritage system designates unique idioms and relevant places, but
more than anything else, it emphasizes the presence of heritage inheritors
and sustainability.

The Jeollanam—do province has a large portion of mudflat fisheries
heritage properties. The tidal flat is very important as a fishery tool that
migrates and transports the mudflats, and it must be treated as a value
that draws interest in promoting tourism. Also, the fisheries at the
Boseong Tidal Flats are closely linked to national wetland policy, and
most of the fishing is done in common village fisheries. In particular,
tidal flat fisheries at mudflats and coastal wetlands are important spaces
for village fishery communities. This area is currently partitioned into
various marine sanctuary areas such as a Boggy Ground Reservation, a
Ramsar Wetland, a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, and a World Tidal Flat
Heritage. Therefore, even when establishing a revitalization strategy for
tourism among Korea Important Fisheries Heritage properties, the strategy
must be established in line with a conservation strategy of marine
ecological resources.

The value of the Korea Important Fisheries Heritage sites, including
fishing values, their utilization for promoting tourism, and marine culture
conservation and utilization policies are very inadequate. Not only the
tourists visiting the region, but also the fishermen and women lack
awareness and promotion of fishery heritage. Even the residents of these

areas do not know about their fishery heritage, and even if some do,
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they only recognize it as perhaps one of the policy projects of the
national or local government. Therefore, the conservation and utilization
of the Boseong Tidal Flats heritage must start with the fishing culture and
life of the fishermen and women, and the efforts must maintain the
ecosystem of the coastal wetlands and fishing grounds. This requires
active participation of the profits of the fishermen and women, the
consumers that consume the marine products, and the tourists of fishery
heritage properties or marine culture. The fishery heritage sites, especially
those designated by the Korea Important Fisheries Heritage System, must
promote sustainable fishery activities to fishermen and women, and
consumption that values the fishery heritage and travel that does not
harm the ecology of fishery heritage sites to consumers. Like the
Cheongsando Gudeuljangnon or the Jeju Batdam, the national important
fishery heritage properties must be promoted to world agricultural heritage
properties, and that requires enthusiastic efforts by the national and local
governments and participation by the local citizens. Furthermore, training
programs are essential for transferring fishery heritage. In the case of the
Boseong Tidal Flats, knowledge of the mudflats structure and production
skills must be transferred, but it is difficult to maintain only with
personal, local government, or local community efforts. The national and
local governments and the visitors of the heritage areas must find a way
together.

Storytelling and branding must be considered very important factors

when it comes to national important fishery heritage properties. Local
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governments have their own brands and characters, and they are
continuing to create new characters today as they think about the unique
characteristics of their regions and how to utilize them. They are creating
brands and characters from their unique imageries to breathe new life
into their regions. For the imageries to be connected to the national
important fishery heritage properties or fishery heritage sites, they must be
planned in advance. Furthermore, it is important for the various
storytelling factors of a fishery heritage site to be integrated, linked, and
incorporated into a brand or character, in order to evolve a simple,
sightseeing fishery heritage tourism site into an experience—based tourism
site. where tourists can understand and experience the story of the region.

This essay presents examples of branding the Boseong Tidal Flats
heritage property with storytelling, and we must not only plan, but also
apply and put it into practice to promote the tourism of the Korea
Important Fisheries Heritage properties. Also, this essay seeks to maximize
tourism revitalization in connection with the tourist sites around

Boseong—gun.
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