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ABSTRACT

- & Bo] APo|BS ZTHoF -

T

Kim Yu Na
Advisor : Prof. Jang Min Han
Aesthetics & Art History

Graduate School of Chosun University

Interactive art is a form of art that encourages spectators to play the roles of
actors in the presentation of work. That is, it allows the audience to change
their role from observer to actor and become a part of an artwork. This
structure of interactive work between the audience and artwork is the essence

of interactive art.

The audience experience is the meaning of interactive artwork. In artworks,
the audience experience occurs as a result of interactive environment between
individuals and artwork. Furthermore, such experiences become elements that
complete the artwork through participation and interaction. Unlike traditional art
created through the artist experience, an interactive art is created when the
audience engages and interacts with artwork in pursuit of its essence or
meaning. In this sense, this study aims to tackle the question of whether the
experiences of the audience participating in artwork can have artistic
significance with reference to John Dewey’s Art as Experience.

In Section 2 of this study, the participating audience’s experiences are
analyzed and discussed on the basis of John Dewey’s theory. Clause 1

describes how the experience claimed by John Dewey is different from that

Collection @ chosun



defined previously in western philosophy and offers an explanation of "An
experience,” which i1s a key element of his Art as Experience. Clause 2
discusses how the "aesthetic experience” claimed by John Dewey is different
from that defined previously in western philosophy and explains what "aesthetic
experience” 1s. In other words, the author addressed the relationship between
"An experience” and "aesthetic experience” as well as how "the latter is

differentiated from the former.”

In Section 3, interactive art is analyzed in details, and John Dewey’s Art as
Experience is incorporated in interactive art to determine artistic significance.
Clause 1 provides insight into how interaction is created in contemporary art
and the three essential elements of interactive arts: space, interface and the role
of spectators. Clause 2 explains interactive art interpreted from John Dewey’s
viewpoint and suggests that the interactive art analyzed has significant value as
art. To support this claim, interactive works of Toni Dove, Olafur Eliasson and
Mourice Benayoun were analyzed in terms of John Dewey’s theory.

His aesthetic experience refers to experiences that are complete as an
artwork. John Dewey asserted that work of artists can be recognized as work
of art when the audience understands and recreates it based on their own
experience with the work, beyond the artists’ contribution to their work. In this
study, the author defined interactive art as an art form in which the artists
utilize their own social, cultural and personal experiences and the audience
becomes immersed into the meaning or essence of artwork for art production.
During this completion process, the audience develops "aesthetic experience”
derived from their qualitative thought, which lead to the conclusion that

interactive art has special significance to the audience.
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Interactive art, Audience participation, John Dewey, Interaction, Aesthetic
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