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ABSTRACT

The Relationship between the Political and the Social

- focused on Hannah Arendt's The Human Condition—

Oh Hana

Advisor : Prof. Sul Heonyeong, Ph.D.
Department of Philosophy,

Graduate School of Chosun University

The purpose of this thesis is to distinguish between ‘the political and ‘the
social’ in Hannah Arendt’s The human condition

According to Arendt, in the period of ancient Greece, ‘public realm’ and
‘private realm’ were distinguished as different places. However, this division is
destroyed with the emergence of society. The emergence of modern society has
made the distinction between the public realm and the private realm unclear and
has led to the emergence of a new realm of the social. Society is an area
where one purpose, the productivity, is dominated, as in the realm of ancient
private homes. Society develops when it i1s assumed to be a single subject. It
substitutes all people for laboring animals. Society is rooted in one-ness. But
the political is based on plurality. Plurality is established when human equality
and each distinction is revealed. Human beings are equal in that they are the

only newborn, and speech and action reveal the distinction of each person.
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The political is hard to survive in the constant (re) production of life.
Nevertheless, Arendt finds the basis of action for saving man in the cyclical
process of nature. If there is no faith in action, then humans will live only as a
person who follows the laws of mortality, which is destined to die, or rushes
towards death, following the cyclical process of nature. It is like devastating
humanity. The action always reminds us that man was born not to die but to
begin. The speech and action that take place among people are the driving
forces that enable us to form new web of relationship with others and start

Nnew processes.
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