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ABSTRACT

Examining EFL College Students’ Grammar Achievement
and Their Perceptions in the Context of Mobile App—based
Blended Learning

Park SuJin

Advisor: Prof. Kim Kyung-Ja, Ph.D.
Department of English Education
Graduate School of Chosun University

Rapid growth in the use of learning technologies, particularly mobile-based
technologies, has provided learners with many more opportunities to access
just-in—time information and use information in real time. In this environment,
mobile phones have been used to enhance the effectiveness of education for
learning English. The purpose of this study was to examine college students’
perceptions of English grammar learning programs and the effects of a mobile
app-based grammar learning approach. In this study, their satisfaction with and
thoughts on the usefulness of a mobile app-based class were investigated.
Further, correlations between Korean college students’ English grammar
proficiency and their perceptions of a mobile app for blended learning were
examined. An investigation was conducted for 15 weeks with 14 Korean college
students. The students took English grammar classes that incorporated blended
learning, a combination of face-to—face instruction with online instruction using
a mobile grammar app. To this end, 14 Korean college students were asked to
complete three measurement tools: a) a grammar test designed to discover the
grammatical abilities of the learners and b) a questionnaire designed to measure
college students’ perceptions of English grammar learning approaches and their

satisfaction with and thoughts on the usefulness of a mobile app for learning

- Vil -

Collection @ chosun



English grammar. c¢) after the experiment, three students volunteered to be
interviewed. Descriptive statistics, a paired samples t-test, one-way ANOVA,
and multiple regression analysis using the SPSS 23 program were implemented
to analyze the quantitative data.

The major findings are summarized as follows. First, most college students
recognized that it was important to learn English grammar in order to improve
their overall English proficiency. Further, they felt that grammatical knowledge
facilitated L2 reading comprehension and writing. However, students
participating in this study expressed that it was ineffective to communicate in
English while applying grammar they had studied; in fact, they considered
grammar an obstacle to smooth conversation. Additionally, endless rote
memorization of grammar led most students to develop negative attitudes
toward learning it. Second, there was no significant difference between the pre-
and post-test in measures of English grammar proficiency, which indicates that
learning with a mobile app did not significantly and positively affect the
development of students’ proficiency in this area. Third, there was no
significant difference among groups. Nevertheless, of all the groups, students in
lower level showed more improvement than any other group. Fourth, students’
satisfaction with the class was positive. The strength of mobile app-based
learning is the ease with which a mobile device can be carried and used to
access grammar practice lessons anytime and anywhere. Further, using mobile
apps for blended learning can advance self-directed learning opportunities for
learners. However, participants in the study reported that readability was
hindered because of the size of the mobile screen. Fifth, students’ perceptions of
the mobile app for learning English grammar were generally positive. Its
usefulness in blended learning was affirmed by many students who said that
they could easily recognize their weak points, solve grammar problems, and
improve their grammatical abilities. Additionally, the usefulness of a mobile app
as a tool for studying English grammar was to learn with no limitations on
place or movement (i.e., mobility and ubiquity). Sixth, the results showed that

two independent variables—satisfaction with learning methods and usefulness of

- viil —
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learning content-affected learners’ grammar post-test scores.

In conclusion, using a mobile app fosters a positive learning environment for
learning languages that differs from traditional language learning methods,
which are tedious and monotonous. Therefore, it is necessary to develop highly
usable mobile contents. Findings from this study will contribute to the design
and development of a new grammar app. Based on the findings, further
research 1s suggested as follows. First, the primary limitation to the
generalization of these results is the number of participants is too small, and
therefore it is necessary that further studies cover a variety of participants with
different academic backgrounds and levels. Second, there may be other factors
related to students’ grammatical abilities that should be considered. It is
necessary to find these related variables while considering the characteristics of

mobile app-based English learning and expand the relevant models accordingly.
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1. The board of directors agreed not
to make a on the merger
until the winter holiday season ends.
(A) decision (B) deciding

(C) decide (D) decides

2. Despite a strong resume and
extensive experience, the board could
not meet the salary
demands that Mr.

asking for the position of Director.

Thomas was

(A) conscientiously (B) conscientious

(C) conscience (D) conscientiousness

3. The

suggested hiring local celebrities for

advertising consultant
television commercials because this
has turned out to be an
marketing strategy.

(A) effectively (B) effectiveness

(C) effect (D) effective

4. Paxson Telecom -cordially invites

all employees and family
members to attend the annual
function.

(A) they (B) theirs

= 2
15%)
ol &
sk}
(C) them (D) their

5. Ashley Firm, an interior decorating
company the Indianapolis
area, 1s considering hiring another
subcontractor because of the drastic
rise in its number of clients.

(B) served

(D) serving

(A) serves

(C) server

6. A brand new wireless Internet

system in the coffee shop

for the purpose of attracting more

customers.

(A) installation (B) installment

(C) installing (D) was installed

7. The major theater in our town has
for about 400 people and a

huge screen.

(A) seat (B) seated

(C) be seated (D) seating

8. The Chilton County Tennis Club
its local tennis players by
hosting annual tennis championships.

(A) supporting (B) has supported
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(C) supporters (D) being supported

9. Mr. Oakridge said he needs a new

computer in order to keep more
accurate of his shop's
accounts.

(A) grades (B) points

(C) records (D) situations
10. This travel certificate
customers to upgrade from the
standard cruise ship cabin to one
with an ocean-view at no extra
charge.

(B) publicizes

(D) submits

(A) accepts
(C) allows

11. The

research together

teams are conducting
the cost of
their experiments go down.

(A)to make (B) will make

(C) are making (D) make

12. All members of the customer
support team are capable of
face-to—face assistance.

(A) provided
(C) providing

(B) being provided
(D) production

13.  After the

therapy and examinations, Mr. Parker,

physical

the veteran from Afghanistan, was
finally able to walk without the aid
of a cane.

(A) repeated (B) repeat

(C) repeating (D) to repeat
14. There aren’'t any openings for
membership in the tennis club, so we

put our names the waiting

list.
(A) on (B) by
(C) above (D) in

15. John Homer will retire next
year a suitable replacement
is found.

(A) as a result of (B) provided that

(C) in addition to (D) as well as

16. the disappointing ticket
sales, Mr. Aniwan plans to proceed
with the conference as scheduled.

(A) Unless (B) Not only

(C) Despite (D) Even though

17. The new TV commercial will be
aired the
Regulatory Authority approves it.

Advertising

(A) as soon as (B) shortly
(C) currently (D) upon
18. Future cellular telephones and

other wireless communication devices

are expected to be more
versatile.

(A) so (B) much

(C) really (D) very
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19. Salespeople at Zell's are as
as they can be when it

comes to giving bargains @ to

customers.

(A) flexible (B) flexibly

(C) flexibility (D) more flexible

20. If she had completed the report
yesterday, she a new
project today.

(A) could start (B) start

(C)could have started (D) had started
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1. Employees who wish to take

extended vacations must submit

request forms and receive from
the personnel department.
(A) approval (B) approve

(C) approving (D) to approve

2. Not a single stock broker is able
to predict how the stock
market will move.

(A) preciseness (B) precise

(C) precisely (D) precision

3. You should present at least three
copies of your resume except the
copy.

(A) original (B) originally

(C) origin (D) origins

4. As soon as the order from Top
Electronics is delivered, call Elaine
Hutchinson to confirm that

includes all of the items that we paid

for.
(A) them (B) your
(C) her (D) it

5. Please contact the maintenance

department if you any light

bulbs which need to be replaced.
(A) find (B) founding
(C) being found (D) finder

6. The managers have been asked to
specify which of the products

to the laboratory for inspection.

(A) sends (B) will be sent

(C) sent (D) are sending

7. The head of the

department of

humanities
Pacific Ocean

University Nick Simpson, a

student representative, honors and
medals.
(A) awarded (B) is awarded

(C) awarding (D) to award

8. If the sales goal is met, all of the

employees a three-day paid

vacation.
(A) received (B) will be receiving

(C) receive (D) have received

9. The new
to be delivered by the end of

this week.

office furniture is

(B) resolved
(D) scheduled

(A) appointed
(C) decided
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10. The restaurant’s Kitchen staff has
been __ to clean wup their
preparation areas at the end of each
workday.

(A) instructed (B) intended

(C) agreed (D) admitted

11.  Essays with all

documents

necessary

must be mailedto the

registrar’s office by April 1 in order
them to be evaluated by the

scholarship committee.

(A) to (B) on

(C) for (D) with

12. Mr. Kim was promoted at Moi
Insurance Company  after

twenty new life insurances in just
three weeks.

(A) to sell (B) to have sold

(C) having sold (D) being sold

13. Due to the

baseball game has been postponed

storm, the

until Sunday afternoon.
(A) approached (B) approaching
(C) approaches (D) approach
14. The last section of the subway

line is still construction so

we will have to take a bus from
Lansdowne Station.

(A) from (B) at

(C) under (D) outside

15. the

reviews this year's budget, he will

company’s CEO

approve your new product design.
(A) As soon as (B) Not only
(C) Although (D) Compared to

16. The charity concert was canceled
because of the weather, _ the

10k road race was still a lot of fun.

(A) but (B) likewise

(C) next (D) instead

17. the problems which the
organizers experienced initially with
the audio-visual equipment, the

conference on wind energy was
highly successful.
(A) Because (B) However

(C) Notwithstanding (D) While

18. Last night, 1,000
people gathered to attend the 2nd
Save the Earth Concert.

(A) than (B) ever

(C) as

more

(D) even

19. The new innovative diesel engine

works than the other
competitive engines of other
companies.

(A) quiet (B) quietly
(C) more quiet (D) more quietly

- 132 -

Collection @ chosun



20. Should our Invoicing Department
any difficulties, please call

me.

(A) had experienced (B) experiences

(C) experience (D) experiencing
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