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<ABSTRACT>

School Adaptability of 4th-6th grade
Stuttering Children 1n Elementary School Based on

Stuttering Severity and Communication Attitude

Kim, Woo-Ri

Advisor : Shin, Moon-Ja

Department of Speech-Language Pathology
Graduate School of Chosun University

School adaptability is a very important aspect in development of school-aged
children, since this may influence development in adolescence, adulthood and social
adaptation in future. However, School-age Children Who Stutter(school-age CWS)
may have negative experience at school, due to the difficulty with their oral
language ability that places various restrictions in their school life. Especially, the
period of experience in stuttering lengthens and a variety of miscommunication
experience are accumulated in upper grades. For such reason, children may have
negative psychological and emotional traits, and maladaptation may be caused in
different aspects of school life. So far, there have been qualitative studies on school
lives of stuttering adolescents or adults and it's been reported that they had a
negative experience at school. On the other hand, there is an absence of research
on school adaptability among school-age CWS, although the difficulty with school
adaptability caused by stuttering has been reported. This means there is a need to
look into objective information of school adaptability among school-age CWS.

This study was, therefore, conducted (1) to compare an overall school adaptation

degree between school-age CWS and CWNS(children who do not stutter), (2) to

- vii -
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compare differences in individual sub-domains(school life - environmental adaptation,
class adaptation, peer adaptation, and teacher adaptation), and (3) to examine
correlations among stuttering severity, communication attitude, and school
adaptability in order to understand a relation between stuttering and school
adaptability in depth.

This study targeted 14 school-age CWS and 14 CWNS in fourth to sixth grade
in elementary school that had the same sex, chronological age and grades. To
consider a school adaptation degree among school-age CWS and CWNS, the
School Adaptation Scale for School aged Children(SAS-C) was used.

The SAS-C consists of four sub-domains (school life - environmental adaptation,
class adaptation, peer adaptation and teacher adaptation) and each sub—domain
consists of 5 statements and total of 20 stetement. The format of SAS-C is a
child’s self report, and each child is asked to read the questions (statements) by
themselves and their answers are scored on a 1 to 5 Likert scale. In the beginning,
the P-FAI (Paradise-Fluency Assessment-1) was applied to measure the
stuttering severity and the communication attitude questionnaire for elementary
school students of P-FAIl was employed to measure their communication attitude.

The study findings are as follows: First, it was revealed that school-age CWS
had a significantly lower degree of school adaptation than CWNS(p<.05). Second,
school-age CWS had a significantly lower degree of peer adaptation(p<.05), and
teacher adaptation(p<.05) than CWNS in the sub-domains of school adaptation.
Third, there was a significant correlation between stuttering severity and school
adaptability (r=-.585), between communication attitude and school adaptability
(r=-716), and between stuttering severity and communication attitude(r=.644).

These study results imply that speech-language pathologists need to examine
overt and covert properties of school-age CWS, and need to gather the information
of the school adaptation and/or school adaptability information in stuttering
evaluations in the clinic, and a the comprehensive assessment of school age
stuttering children, and information of school adaptation when evaluating them

clinically, and a comprehensive mediation should be conducted.
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CWNS 8 & 105 5 90-100%ile 90-100%ile 67%ile
CWNS 9 & 10510 5 10-202%ile 70%ile 34%ile
CWNS 10 % 1510 6 20-30%ile 50-60%ile 26%ile
CWNS 11 ¥ 124 6 20-30%ile 50-60%ile 50%ile
CWNS 12 & 125 6 70%ile 50-60%ile 50%ile
CWNS 13 & 129 6 20-30%ile 50-60%ile 50%ile
CWNS 14 ¥ 1221 6 80-90%ile 20-30%ile 66%ile
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A eheed o 9.929 3 3310 648 587
A 3191 d A stuAg AFo Fads AR, 49 F999 F of

39 ol A UhEhekEA A u, 24
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4g g Bt A5 fosd e Aoz yEy)
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AT A % 3 o) (I-]) D
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st g - FAEH S AGA G ~536 1.000
WA S -2.179 012
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