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ABSTRACT

A Phenomenological Study on Body Movement Activities experienced

by Animation Major

Ryu Beom Yeol
Advisor : Prof, Yang Se Hyeok
Department of Cartoon and Animation,

Graduate School of Chosun University

The origin of animation means 'life' as Latin 'Anima', which directly suggests that the essence
of animation is 'movement. However, many animators experience the greatest difficulty in
understanding and expressing movements. Based on this fact, through 'Content Academy -
Animation Laboratory for Preliminary Experts' designed by the implementation of body
movement such as mime, dance, and Laban theory, and the consultation and cooperation of
experts in the field of research, the purpose of this study is to carry out an animation creation
program with body movement activity to university students participating in the research and to
interpret how the series of processes have influenced students as an animation major by way of

a phenomenological study through FGI (Focus Group Interview) interview.

To this end, this study aimed to trace and present the elements needed for the technology,
ultimately advanced animation education programs on why phenomenological methods are
selected among qualitative research methods and how to approach the sample data from among
various phenomenological methodologies. These days, qualitative research methods are used in

various fields, although the phenomenological study of various groups have been substantial in
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quantity, phenomenological research for the field of animation, especially groups specializing in

animation, is also considered significant in the absence of an attempt.

The study first began with the selection of study participants from an animation major who
completed the course of 'Animation Academy- Animation Laboratory for Preliminary Experts', an
animation creation program that included body movement activities. After holding research
presentation for all participants participating in the preliminary study and guiding on research
plans, Its consenters were defined as potential study participants and three interviews were
conducted. The study participants consisted of 8 cartoon animation students and had little or no
experience in body movement activities and interviews. At the end of each interview, the data
recorded in the interview were transcribed and documented, and the process of comparing the
recording and transcription data continuously resulted in categorization of the common parts of
each data. A total of 1040 statements were secured, of which there were 460 meaningful
statements that matched the research theme. Extracting 16 semantic units from these statements,
this could be made into six subcategories, again could be categorized into the category (D
Research participants and animation (2) Thinking about body movement (3) Problems about
career. In this study, the participants entered the majors with sacrifice of considerable
opportunity cost and it was found the fact that a sense of ownership of their major is also high,
they started out with fear and rejection of body movement, but endured to improve their major
ability and were relatively clear about the factors required for future body movement activities
and they want the experience of all activities to improve their practical ability rather than
merely a quantitative experience as a worry of their major and future career. There were, of
course, many statements that implied a new perception of the major from experience. Therefore,
in a later study, it was concluded that through these qualitative studies, it must be considered
how to provide body movement activities to majors in parallel with more empirical and

quantitative studies.

However, there were limitations in understanding a set of dance theories, such as mime,

modern dance, and Laban theory, defined as body movement activities, at a limited level of

_Vi_
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knowledge and information. In addition, it was also difficult to understand animation creation in
a short period of time for the experts who carry out the activity to students who are study
participants and as a result, this process difficulty was revealed through interviews. In qualitative
and phenomenological research methods selected as research methodology, too, the research could
be buried in the vast history and case, suggesting that continuous research on basic research

methodology is required as a starting researcher.

Recalling again that interdisciplinary research is indispensable to expand the philosophical
meaning of animation, rather than simply being created and enjoyed, it is thought that it is an
important mission as a researcher of major studies to study how to change the process of seeing
the creation of animation paying attention to the fact that the unique comprehensive artistic
value of an animation also meets it in the current reality where it is expected that the meaning
of human artistic act will change due to the rapid development of technology and integrated art
education is getting attention. Hopefully, this research will become a basic resource for beginner
researchers who begin their research ar last and through these attempts, it is expected that they
find clues to progressive animation education and in the near future, as a researcher of major

studies, they expand and study this paper as a philosophical review of 'what is future animation'.

Key words : Animation, Mime, Contemporary dance, Laban movement analysis,

Body movement, phenomenological study.
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