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ABSTRACT

A Study on Avant-garde Poetics

in Kim Soo-Young's Poetry

Shin Ji-Yeon
Dept. of Korean Language and Literature,

Graduate School of Chosun University

The study aims to identify how dadaism, sur-realism and sublimity
were realized in Kim Soo-Young' poetry and to understand the
meanings of his avant-garde concepts of sorrow, reaction, revolution,
disquiet and conflict focusing on avant-garde poetics. He was a
modernist who wrote poetry based on Modernism, but he criticized
Korean Modernism that was abstract and formal and disregarded reality
during the Japanese imperialism, followed by the independence
restoration, the Korean War and social reformation in the 1950s. In
those times, he pursued post-modernism as well as self-reformation
and development of Korean literature. As well, he suggested a new
awareness on tradition and history while refuting and negating the
existing order with the 4.19 Revolution as a turning point and
published poetry manifested from awareness of reality. He inscribed
avant-garde languages including ‘sorrow’, -‘reaction’, ‘revolution’,
‘disquiet” and-‘conflict’ in his poetry, which made him become one of

important poets in the history of Korean modern poetry and provided a
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clue for continuous research on Korean literature history.

This study was to search for the contact points between Avant-garde
and Kim Soo-Young's poetry based on the issues mentioned above.
Avant-garde, a avant-garde art movement which began in the early
20th century, had a great influence on culture and art. This study
gave a focus on the avant-garde spirit, conflicts and aesthetics of
sublimity centering on dadaism and surrealism that were closely related
to Kim Soo-Young. Dadaism and surrealism appeared significantly in
his proses and journals. Therefore, it is necessary to look into the
relations between him and dadaism and surrealism, and to search for
the meaning of his poetry in terms of avant-garde poetics. The contact
points between Kim Soo-Young and Avant-garde are categorized into
three parts: First, chapter II deals with ‘Kim Soo-Young's avant-garde
awareness . Second, chapter I deals with ‘his avant-garde spirit’.
Third, chapter IV explains that he intensified his literature through
search for avant-garde poetics, reflected real life in poetry, and
reacted to political ideology while pursuing freedom.

To understand ‘his avant-garde awareness introduced in chapter II,
the followings have to be explained first: ‘avant-garde spirit and
aesthetics’ in chapter I, ‘avant-garde acceptance after the liberation
from Japanese colonial rule’ in chapter II, and ° avant-garde spirit
governed by grief in chapter IlI. What is important in his avant-garde
awareness is that he accommodated dadaism and sur-realism
independently. As well, this study examined how surrealism poetry and
automatism were manifested in his poetry written in 1940s. Kim,
Hyeon-Seung once analysed his surrealism poetry, but the analysis was
limited to some poems written in 1960s. In consideration of such

points, the analysis of surrealism and automatism in his poetry
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centering on [Confucius's Hard Living,(1945) provided a clue to
understand that his poetry was closely related to avant-garde. Based
on the report that sorrow, which is a basic feeling in his poetry,
appeared in poetry written in 1950s, this study analysed his poetry
under the assumption that sorrow is one of key words that go through
his entire poetry written from 1940s to 1960s. As a result, it was
discovered that Kim Soo-Young's sorrow was ‘an intention to overcome
sorrow and spirit to negate tradition’ and ° love of others inherent in
sorrow. They were more specifically categorized as follows: ‘an
intention to overcome sorrow and spirit to negate tradition’ indicates
sorrow before 4.-19 Revolution and sorrow negating tradition. It means
that Kim Soo-Young's poetry negates tradition through sorrow. He
expanded themes of family failure and absence of love into his poetry
while negating anti-communism ideology derived from the Division of
Korean into the North and the South, that is, he expanded the horizon
of his poetry to themes of economic inequality that appeared in the
process that capitalism was formed, political and social problems. As
vested interests and existing ideology that symbolized tradition had to
be negated to advance into futures, Kim Soo-Young inevitably had to
deny tradition through sorrow in his poetry.

The ‘love of others inherent in sorrow” means ‘sorrow after the 516
Military Government Period and is also characterized by sorrow as
affirmation of tradition. It means that as seen in "Love Variation, and
"Modern Bridge,, he did not simply affirm tradition as a custom but he
was made to affirm history through the process of negating sorrow
with a medium of love. In such process that he affirmed tradition
through sorrow, love worked as a very important medium and evolved

further.
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Chapter III having the title of ‘Kim Soo-Young's avant-garde spirit’
analysed the followings: part 1 ‘political and poetic reaction’, part 2
‘revolution and anti-revolution’, and part 3 ‘disquiet spirit’. This study
divided reaction as one of key words in his avant-garde languages into
externalization and internalization of his reactive spirit. In particular,
one of the characteristics of poetry written after the 5-16 Military
Government Period is that he wrote poetry through a writing technique
of self-destruction. Previous studies put an emphasis on that he was
engaged in parody and salvation after the 516 military government
period, but this study suggested that he wrote poetry based on
self-destruction of dadaism It was suggested that Kim Soo-Young
expressed avant-garde of dadaism in poetry. The poet reacted to
anti-revolution of the 516 Military Government Period by
accommodating discourses on the 4:19 Revolution in his poetry. In this
period, his poetry was divided into ‘revolution of lonely poetry and
‘despair of anti-revolution and self destruction.” In the late 1960s, the
avant-garde spirit in his poetry was reinforced with a focus on the
disquiet spirit. Kim Soo Young used the ‘disquiet’ concept in his poetry
along with the reaction concept in 1960s. It is the avant-garde spirit of
reaction that was expressed with his language. He expressed disquiet as
avant-garde disquiet. It is a compound of avant-garde with disquiet
that means negating existing order and political power to protect vested
interests. This chapter confirmed that the disquiet was abused to
control and eliminate Joseon people who were potential threat to the
Japanese Imperial rule and used to reinforce the military government
control from the liberation from the Japanese colonial rule to 1960s.
This study divided the nature of disquiet into ‘aesthetics of disquiet

and politicity of literature,” and ‘disquiet poetry and taboo violation™ to
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analyse meaning of each.

Chapter IV titled ‘New Search for Avant-garde Poetics’ consisted of
part 1 ‘disquiet awareness’ and part 2 ‘sublimity aesthetics.” This
chapter gave a focus on ‘disquiet minds  that appeared when the poet
faced up with reality in the process to react to the 516 Military
Government. He revealed his disquiet mind directly in his poetry
through conflict with reality and anger, or he hid conflicts with himself
and parody to reality in his poetry. This study was to suggest that
conflicts in his poetry were derived from avant-garde spirit. disquiet
worked as a sort of objet through which the world was expressed in
literature. The ‘objet’ here was derived from symbolization of
ready-made articles into independent artistic works. Adopting the
political and social themes and ideologies that made continuous
conflicts with life of common people and reactionary social customs,
Kim Soo Young made disquiet become a literary objet that responded
to reality as Dadaists made the world look strange. The 516 Military
Government retreated his poetry from reality and frustrated him, but
he reacted to conflicts with reality through poetry of self-denial.

‘Sublimity Aesthetics’ is another avant-garde layer that states
avant-garde spirit in his poetry. In particular, this study examined
how negation and avant-garde of sublimity was expressed in his poetry
centering on Liotard's avant-garde sublimity. As a result, it was
discovered that the poetry was characterized by ‘negative strategies to
face up with negation of reality *~ and ° manifestation of freedom to
react to capital's rule.” That is, the sublimity in his poetry was
characterized by sublime spirit to pursue poetic ideals, pain from
disagreement between life and poetry, practical will towards freedom

and opposition to capital.
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This study suggested that Kim Soo Young presented the avant-garde
spirit through the term of avant-garde condensedly, tried to overcome
reality through avant-garde inherent in sorrow, reaction, revolution,
anti-revolution, and disquiet, and violated reality through poetry of
dadaism and surrealism including avant-garde, reactivity, and disquiet.
As well, this study searched for new avant-garde poetics to understand
his poetics of disquiet and sublimity in a new perspective. His poetry
expressed the truth of people and life through negation and
avant-garde in community space of reality and living. In this respect,
this study examined the meaning of his poetry where avant-garde
poetics appeared to identify whether there is a  possibility of new
interpretation. Therefore, this study has meaning in that it presented
coordinates to wunderstand roles of literature as well as a new
perspective to reinterpret Kim Soo-Young's literature and contemporary

literature by analysing the avant-garde context in his poetry.

xkey words: Kim Soo-Young, avant-garde, dadaism, dadaism's change
surrealism, automatism, sorrow of negating tradition, sorrow of
affirming tradition, political and poetic reaction, avant-garde, disquiet
aesthetics, avant-garde disquiet, disquiet mind, anger, sublimity
aesthetics, negation, revolution and anti-revolution, self-destruction,

avant-garde metaphor. avant=garde poetics, avant-garde sublimity.
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