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ABSTRACT

A Contrastive Study of Metaphorical Extensions in

Korean and Chinese 'Taste' Words

Hao Xiaobo

Advisor: Prof. Kang Huisuk, Ph.D.
Department of Korean Language &

Literature

Graduate School of Chosun University

Taste is one of indispensable five senses in human life. Also, food to
taste is the most important thing for human survival. It means taste is
closely related to human life and in this sense, taste can even affect human
language life. Of course, tastes that human beings experience are universal,
but in real language life, the meanings of tastes expand. For this reason,
each cultural area has differences in meaning extension or utility. Based on
this fact, this study aims to compare basic meanings with metaphorical
meanings of five taste—-terms from Korean language and Chinese language;
ATy g, g i, ‘Al W, WY B, and ‘ATH . The discussion
development processes and findings are as follows.

In Chapter 1, the purpose and the necessity of the study, the study
targets and the study methods and the previous studies were discussed.
Also, it was mentioned that based on the previous studies, the intention of
the study was to study new meanings of Korean and Chinese taste-terms
in real language life from a contrastive point of view, in addition to basic
meanings and metaphorical meanings.

In Chapter 2, the concept of ‘taste-terms’ and ‘basic meanings’ and

'metaphorical meanings of taste—terms were considered. The concept of

_1_
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taste—terms was defined, on the basis of the meanings presented in the
dictionary and the discussions in the preceding studies. Moreover, the basic
meanings of the five taste-terms were analyzed, based on the previous
studies, and the metaphorical meanings were analyzed, from a perspective
of cognitive semantics.

In Chapter 3, basic meanings of Korean and Chinese taste—terms in
Korean dictionary and Chinese dictionary were compared and analyzed. As
a result, it was revealed that basic meanings of taste—terms from the two
languages were all similar to one another.

In Chapter 4, the metaphorical meanings of the five taste-terms in
Korean dictionary and Chinese dictionary were compared to the new
meanings in real language life. As a result, the examples provided by the
corpus data of the two countries showed common things and differences in
metaphorical meanings from Korean language and Chinese language.

In Chapter 5, a conclusion was extracted from the discussion above and
the significance of this study was mentioned.

Although there have been a considerable number of comparative studies
on meanings of taste adjectives from Korean language and Chinese
language, there has been a relative lack of comparative studies on common
things and differences in basic meanings and metaphorical meanings.
However, this study has significance by demonstrating common things and
differences in basic meanings and metaphorical meanings through a
comparative analysis on taste-terms from Korean language and Chinese
language and considering aspects of new metaphorical meanings of
taste—terms in real language life and meanings of buzz words deriving from
them. It is anticipated that these study findings would help Korean learners
and Chinese learners understand meanings of taste—terms in real language

life and utility aspects accurately.
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