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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Fortification Plan for Role of ROK

Armed Forces as Countermeasure to Spread of Terrorism

Tae-sung Kim
Supervised by Professor Jae—chul Kim
Graduate School of Chosun

University Military Science

The 9/11 terrorist attack that occurred in the United States, the series of
simultaneous terrorist attacks that took place in France in November of 2015, and
the various incidents of terrorism that have continuously happened up to the
present can be said to be of New Terrorism, a redefinition of the original
concept. New Terrorism involves indiscriminate attacks against many unspecified
victims, and various efforts are currently being made to take fundamental
measures against it in major countries of the world.

The Republic of Korea emerged in the Zlst century as a central nation in the
international community and its national status has been steadily rising due to its
participation in various fields of politics, economy, society, culture, and military in
a manner that befits a pattern of globalization.

Consequently, The Republic of Korea is now well known not only to advanced
countries and developing countries but also to Arabic countries and terrorist
organizations such as Islamic Extremism(Islamic State), which was responsible
for the recent major acts of terrorism. The Republic of Korea is therefore
receiving attention from those organizations as a potential target for terrorism.

This paper analyzes the legal and institutional problems in relation to causes of
terrorism within the period ranging from the Cold War era to the present. In

terms of range of locations for analysis, terrorist incidents in major countries
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such as the United States, Britain, France and other countries were compared and
evaluated to analyze the new threat of international terrorism, North Korea's
terrorism, and other relevant terrorism. The basic research method was
application of literary analysis, and in the paper I sought to suggest an
institutional plan of improvement by analyzing the processes undertaken in the
incidents of terrorism. Relevant laws and institutional problems were analyzed by
comparing Interviews, data from conversations with relevant experts, and
anti—terrorism provisions.

This paper analyzes theories regarding causes of the spread of New Terrorism,
factors pertinent to the domestic and foreign security situation (circumstantial) for
the Korean peninsula, and the legal aspects of Republic of Korea's
counterterrorism system and the actual implementation of the system operated.
Institutional problems deemed as currently existing in The Republic of Korea's
anti—-terrorism laws and anti—terrorism measures were concluded as such from a
comparison analysis between Republic of Korea’s system and anti-terrorism
systems of the world’s main countries. The following paper centers on suggesting
fortification of the role of Republic of Korea's military as the main point of
improvement for these problems.

First, the domestic and foreign environmental causative factors in Republic of
Korea’s security situation and the possible threat of terrorism it faces were
analyzed in the following mamner. In terms of domestic factors, the economic,
social, and cultural clashes arising from the country’s transformation into a
multicultural country with a rapid increase of foreign workers and domestic
tourists, the increase of North Korean refugees, and the threats of terrorism from
North Korea could be considered factors in New Terrorism.

The next set of main external causative factors is Korean companies’ business
activities in the Middle East where terrorism occurs frequently, activeness of
religious and volunteering organizations, overseas dispatch as an ally of the
United States, and the increase of overseas travelers. The could develop into
issues in the areas of military, society and religion. As the environmental factors

of terrorism are undergoing a huge change in reality, it is necessary to develop a
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countermeasure for them.

Second, an analysis was implemented regarding the threat of Islamic terrorism.
An organization like IS is a supranational and asymmetrical terrorist organization.
Its members believe that since Republic of Korea, an ally of the United States,
has sent troops to the Kurdish region to combat the Iragi armed forces in the
past that it may send troops again if necessary in the future. Therefore, Republic
of Korea is included as one of the organization's target countries. However, in
actuality, Republic of Korea places its priority on responding to provocations from
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (hereinafter North Korea) rather than
prepare for the potential threat from IS. Therefore, this paper studied the
necessity to fortify countermeasures prepared against Islamic terrorism not only
in the short term but also in the medium and long term.

Third, the paper analyzed North Korea's strategies regarding Republic of Korea
and its threats of terrorism. Since the 1953 Armistice, North Korean terrorism
has continued up to the present while actively undergoing changes according to
the circumstances. As some experts have recently warned of threats of terrorism
from the North Korean regime, which is linked to international terrorism such as
IS, this paper suggests the necessity for ROK military to fortify active
countermeasures against terrorism.

Fourth, subsequent to comparing and analyzing the counter—terrorism policies of
the world's major countries, the paper delves into emphasizing, while referencing
these countries’ policies and systems, that Republic of Korea must promptly
fortify practical preventative measures that are customized to the country’'s own
situation. Additionally, I offered the suggestion through this paper that it is
necessary to simultaneously develop abilities to exXecutes immediate
countermeasures against terrorism and also implement appropriate follow—up
measures. [ also suggested the backup requirements needed in institutional
development of the counterterrorism policy.

Fifth, in major countries including United States, the government assumes
leadership In operating the anti-terrorism system and anti—terrorism center,

thereby unifying the command system including the armed forces. In comparison,

- viii -

Collection @ chosun



in Republic of Korea the Anti-terrorism Act legislated and enacted in the first
half of 2016 designated that the operation shall be assumed by the Office for
Government Policy Coordination under the Prime Minister’'s Office. However,
because it is separate from the national crisis management system, we can
foresee problems the event of large—scale terrorism in that there may be lack of
singular consistency in the counter—terrorism strategy. Therefore, a proposal that
was customized to the actual situation in the Republic of Korea was made, which
1s to set up the operation in the National Security Office of the Blue House that
coordinates and controls politics, diplomacy, unification, and security.

Sixth, Republic of Korea’s Anti-terrorism Act came into effect in June 2016
only as a means toward the direction of fortifying its physical control. However,
experts have expressed concern and posited that it should be improved due to
worries about the possibility of infringement of human rights from strengthening
intelligence agencies, the problem of military force management restriction in the
event of terrorism, and equity with other laws.

Therefore, in the paper I sought to suggest a reasonable and effective
improvement plan through a close review of the main controversial matters
related to the Anti-terrorism Act and then posited the necessity to improve the
Anti—terrorism Act and Enforcement Decree as well as to fortify institutional
progressive measures in order to prevent and minimize damages through an
active involvement of the military from the early stage in the event of a terrorist
attack.

In conclusion, it was specifically suggested through this paper that in
consideration of the domestic and foreign environmental factors, ie. security
situation of the Korean peninsula, that the Anti-terrorism Act and Enforcement
Decree should be corrected and improved so that the military would actively
participate from the early stage onwards in the event of an attack of New
Terrorism. Through such changes, the government, the citizens, and related
organizations and military should be able to provide a well-established responsive
system, which is deemed the best option of all, and it should actively respond

from the early stage in the event of terrorism so that the event can be
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suppressed early on. It was also evaluated that now is the time to equip and
establish a societal foundation system for prompt follow-up measures after the
event and thus the necessity for such preparation was posited. The paper
discussed these matters with the focus on institutional improvement and

complementary measures as well as fortification of the role of ROK armed forces.
Key words : New Terrorism, Islamic Extremism, Islamic State, Terrorism

against Republic of Korea, Anti-terrorism Act and Enforcement

Decree, Anti—Terrorism Center, National Security Office
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