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ABSTRACT

A Study on Anti-Hallyu (Korean Wave) in China:

Perceptions of Chinese Students in Korea on the China’s Hallyu
Prohibition Order in 2016

by Fei, Yang
Advisor: Prof. Lee, Hee-Eun, Ph.D.
Dept. of Journalism & Communications

Graduate School of Chosun University

It has been long since the world became a large “global village.” Economy of different
countries is closely related and cultures have been actively shared among them. In these
circumstances, Hallyu has been dispersed through various media and a lot of countries
enjoy Korean dramas, movies and pop music together. Effects of Hallyu went beyond
neighboring countries such as China and Japan. It made effects on Southeast Asia, Europe,
US and Africa. In this paper, effects of Hallyu on China, reasons of anti-Hallyu has made
since 2006, effects of political issue in 2016 on Hallyu, and opinions of young Chinese
students studying in Korea on the government policy will be disussed.

In China, Hallyu started in early 1990s. Before the time, Chinese government had
performed a limited open-door policy to other countries. Cultural products imported from
outside were Hong Kong films, most of which were comedies or action movies. Those
who liked action or comedy films were young males and there were no other non-Chinese
cultural products that could be enjoyed by family altogether. Hallyu starting in early 1990
satisfied demands of these people. For example, Korean dramas deal with various themes.
As they include romances between men and women and friendship among friends,
everybody can enjoy them. Therefore, Hallyu became very popular in China. Effects of

Hallyu were not limited to cultural things. It started to affect economic and political issues
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and both countries, China and Korea, became beneficiaries.

However, Chinese people came to look for something new and fresh as time went by
and Chinese audience began losing interest in Hallyu. Chinese government tried to protect
their own culture using it as an opportunity. The first anti-Hallyu was born in this
background. In 2016, we met the biggest anti-Korean action, so to speak ‘Hanhanryung’
(Prohibition Order against Hallyu) relating with a political issue such as “THAAD”.
Suddenly Korean dramas, shows and entertainers disappeared from Chinese TV.

Although ‘Hanhanryung’ started in October, 2016 as a governmental policy, not all
Chinese agreed with it. In this paper, Chinese students in their 20s who were studying in
Korea were interviewed to identify what they thought about ‘Hanhanryung’. They are
familiar with both cultures and have direct contacts with Hallyu and Chinese culture. We
tried to review their opinions on ‘Hanhanryung’ and identify the grounds of their opinions.
In the interview, it was found that they were more or less against using a political issue to
interfere in cultural things.

It is usual for a government to confront with other countries for the position and safety
of the country. However, Chinese students express criticism on using culture as a conflict
solving method. For it is essential to communicate and exchange cultures as they should
live in a “Global Village’ and current Chinese society is not a feudal society in the past.
Through such exchanges, we can make economic and cultural collaboration. Once
‘Hanhanryung® starts, many companies and broadcasting stations in China have to stop
working with Korean companies. It will naturally bring cultural and economic loss. Chinese
government does not have detailed alternatives for this loss and compensation plan. All
financial losses are on companies and broadcasting stations. With these restrictions, will
‘Hanhanryung’ be still effective?

The most important thing to understand one another in globalization is to contact foreign
cultures. However, Chinese government started to interfere in cultural exchanges.
Inconvenience that they cannot watch Korean dramas on TV and an important method for
people to contact foreign culture disappeared. Of course Chinese government can give
pressure to Korean government for a short time but nobody can estimate when the political
problem will be solved. If Chinese government persists in prohibition of Hallyu related

things, it will bring damages on Chinese culture progress. Conclusively, Chinese students in
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Korea thought that both countries, China and Korea, would suffer from losses at the end.

Keywords: Hallyu, Anti-Hallyu, ‘Hanhanryung’ (Hallyu Prohibition Order),

Chinese Students in Korea in their 20s, Cultural Interference.
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