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ABSTRACT
A Study on Abandoned Houses Application Plan for

Local Community Improvement in Place Aspect

Yang, So-Yeong

Advisor : Prof. Moon, Jeong-min
Department of Design

Graduate School of Chosun University

As excessive extension of city has caused donut phenomenon in Korea,
cities are losing their own specific place characteristics, and deterioration
of living environment is causing various local problems. Increasing
abandoned houses has been a cause of twilight zone and the phenomenon
speeds up hindrance of urban scape, pollution of residential area, a crime
rate, and deterioration of local community. So, government has tried
various measures to deal this problem.

Although abandoned houses could be a valuable place in historic,
cultural, economic, and environmental aspects for local community, current
policy and measures suggest only the basic aspect for regeneration of new
place. So, it is necessary for wus to consider the places and city
environment at the same time for utilization measure of abandoned
houses.

In this study, the correlation is considered based on the comprehension
on place and understanding for community in cities, the measures for
abandoned houses utilization plan were deducted in the aspect of spatial

value and availability of the houses, and result of the study is concluded

Collection @ chosun



as follows.

First, the correlation between place and community could be deducted
through comparison between forming elements of place and forming
elements of community. The result shows that it is formed with physical
element, activity element, and semantic element, and all of these are in
the same manner.

Second, even though abandoned houses devastate environment and
depress the image of the city, they could be useful resources for urban
regeneration in the aspect of social, cultural, economical, historic, and
environmental value, furthermore, they could be the physical intermediate
place which play physical, active, and meaningful role between individual
and community to improve community.

Third, to improve local community using abandoned houses, forming
elements of space and community were substituted into the value of
abandoned houses. The abandoned houses utilization characteristics for
local community improvement show accessibility and diversity as physical
elements, participation and durability as active elements, and relationship
and symbolism as meaning elements. It can accommodate forming space
and materialize new community related with the value of the abandoned
houses at the same time.

Fourth, accessibility should be considered to compensate the defect of
abandoned houses here and there. Chair or bench could be used to make
a rest place in yard and accessibility should be improved by promoting
convenience or by designing with the flow of human traffic. Visual sign
could be used at the mouth of alley to induce people into the space.
Also, diversity should be formed for physical environment to

accommodate various activities. Space can be used for multiple purpose,
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inner and outer space of the house should be used both for various
activities, and the space could be used for various community programs.

Fifth, participation should be considered to provide chance for
independent and active social exchange by running various type of
community programs. Education programs related with hobby such as art
or music activity should be provided and non-daily programs also should
be provided to refresh residents’ interest to meet their desire. Durability
also should be considered to have residents’ continuous interest and self
activities so that spaces could be used for routine programs. It can help
to run long-term programs, to induce continuous participation and to
improve local community.

Sixth, relationship which enforce the unity of a group by the medium
of specific culture should be considered. Programs should be run by using
specific medium, continuous relationship should be formed by residents’
interest and participation, and external interest of should be induced by
using homepage or social network. Naming should involve the identity of
spaces, should have group’s purpose and value, and symbolism should be
contained to retain its original form.

By forming interaction and relationship in a daily space like these, the
forming process of places can achieve more important meaning. This
research suggest that the measure of abandoned houses utilization plan
could solve the social problem of abandoned houses by using them as the
resources of spatial value. But, to overcome the limit of this research,

further study should be implemented on detailed utilization plan.

Key words : Place, Local Community, Abandoned Houses, Application
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