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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Evolutionary Factors of the Korea—US Alliance
and its Development Direction Forcing on military tasks

Lee jooeun

Advisor : Prof. Kim Jaechul ph.D.
Departmant of Military Science
Graduate School of Chosun University

There is no doubt about the importance of the ROK—US alliance since
it has contributed decisively to the Korean peninsula since the Korean War.
In addition, South Korea has effectively prepared against North Korea's
threats through its alliance with the United States, and has been able to
achieve dramatic progress in such fields as politics, military, and economy.

The basis of the ROK-US alliance lies in the ROK-US Mutual
Defense Treaty, which was first signed in Washington, DC on October 1,
1953, after the Korean War, and ratified by both Korean and US
Parliaments and entered into force on November 18, 1954. However, as
can be seen in the history of the alliance, the life span of the alliance can
not be flasting. In the meantime, the ROK-US alliance has repeatedly
maintained cooperation and conflicts due to internal and external factors. In
particular, South Korea 1is causing policy confusion and South—South
conflict due to the limited autonomy of North Korea policy in asymmetric
alliances. In order to develop the ROK-US alliance, we applied the
strengthening and inhibiting factors of Walt's evolution theory and analyzed
the evolutionary factors of the ROK—US alliance based on the cooperation
and conflicts of the past and the recent US alliance. The analysis revealed
that the strengthening factors were the hegemonic leadership of the United
States, which consistently pursued an alliance maintenance policy for peace
and stability in Northeast Asia and the Korean Peninsula. It can also be
seen as an institutionalization of the alliance, including the hosting of the
SCM to strengthen the military alliance between the ROK and the US, the
establishment of the ROK—-US Combined Forces Command, and the
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regularization of ROK—US combined training (UFG, RSOI / FE, etc.). The
impeding factor was the difference in the recognition of the threat between
North and South Korea as a thorough asymmetric alliance. In other words,
it can not be denied that changes in perceptions and circumstances within
the United States have been a decisive factor in North Korea's policy.
Therefore, Korea needs to develop the ROK—US alliance in the direction of
self—reliance and practicality, focusing on the military issues that can
overcome impediments and constantly develop strengthening factors.

the development direction of the US—ROK Alliance should first redefine
the role of self—defense and the ROK—US alliance. In the future, the ROK
armed forces should shift their wartime operational control over US forces,
while at the same time, strengthening their ability to perform their own
warfare and ROK—US combined operations. The wartime operational control
should have the capability of military superiority against North Korea's
nuclear and missile threats prior to its transition, and the US military
should be able to support it within the combined command system of the
DPRK and the US. . In particular, the change of strategic flexibility, the
national strategy of the United States, must be demanded in order to
maintain peace in Northeast Asia.

It 1s necessary to establish a military strategy focused on North Korea 's
nuclear threat preparation and ground operations by analyzing the changes
in military and security environment in Korea and the United States after
the post — Cold War.

The most important task is to strengthen the ROK—-US combined
operation system by constructing an efficient single command system that
can be led by Korea when the wartime operational control is transferred.
Therefore, it would be appropriate to add an integrated military command
under the chairman of the joint chiefs of staff when reorganizing the upper
command structure of Korea, and to direct the operational forces of the
USFK, including the ROKAF operations forces.

The next step is to establish a system of military response to North
Korea's nuclear threat. To this end, Korea—US information sharing and
preemptive strike capability should be secured. The concept of operational
information should be developed as the concept of target acquisition for

= vii —
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preemptive strike and utilization of human information assets including
current video and signal information should be actively reviewed.

North Korea 's threats have evolved from conventional threats to nuclear
threats, and it must be recognized that Kim Jong Un' s regime will never
abandon nuclear development to survive. In addition, in order to maintain
peace on the Korean peninsula and develop into an advanced power, Korea
should continuously develop the ROK-US alliance and seek balanced
development with China.

Next, we should seek military security cooperation for the balanced
development of the ROK-US alliance and the ROK-—China relationship.
Korea and China have established diplomatic ties in 1992, and since 2008,
they have continued strategic cooperation partnership. In the meantime, the
two countries have actively promoted exchanges in the economic and
cultural fields with the signing of the Korea—China FTA (2015). However,
the field of security cooperation has been underdeveloped due to the
personal exchange between military personnel in the ministerial level. If
the hegemonic rivalry between the US and China becomes visible, the
scope of action in the political and military sectors should be restricted to
North Korea's threat of nuclear threat.

Finally, the domestic conflict factors of the ROK—US alliance must be
properly managed. To this end, anti—American sentiment and internal
conflict should be resolved. Therefore, the autonomy of Korea should be
expanded through the continuous and fundamental improvement of the
SOFA agreement.

For peacekeeping and stability on the Korean Peninsula, neither the US
nor China should be neglected, considering that both hold the key to
resolution. Korea should maintain a virtuous circle of ROK—US alliance and
North—South relations.

Key Word : ROK—-US Alliance, ROK—China Cooperation, Comprehensive
Strategic Alliance, Evolutionary Factors, North Korea Nuclear

Threat, Threat Recognition
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