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ABSTRACT

A Study on the View of Tian(K) in the Analects

Jung Kwangok
Advisor © Prof. Lee Cheolseung, Ph.D.
Department of Philosophy
Graduate School of Chosun University

In the history of three generations(=1%), Ha, Eun, Ju, KX(tian) is closely
related to human life, shaping perspective of K(tian) that accords with the
period in each era. However, such perspective of K(tian) was used for the
political justification as the productivity of the nation developed and social
structure changed, and eventually formed a psychology to exclude or conquer
other people by combining human selfish desire and blind faith in K(tian).

As a result, human value and dignity as well as the spirit of peace and
harmony was destroyed, and the climate of conflict, opposition and struggle was
established. Continuity of such situation eventually took away the sense of
respect toward X(tian), destroying moral consciousness and Yeak(courtesy and
music) that human should have.

Originally, Confucius’ perspective of XK(tian) was conceived to solve the
problems of times. Particularly, the K(tian) that he viewed was not a mere
external existence that regulates and controls human beings, but the rule and

principle that they should follow. According to him, as man has formed virtue
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(f5M) in his inner self respecting the principle of K(tian), he can be a moral
existence different from the beast(&Bk), and K(tian) becomes the basis of
moral principle that he should follow. Therefore, it is important for man to
realize that he is the very subject to realize the virtue formed in himself.
However, the internalized virtue should be well cherished and cultivated to be
revealed through life since such self-awareness is the starting point to realize
it. According to Confucius, man can be the nobleman with moral completion
through such processes, reaching the stage of Sangdal( |3%), where they can be
united with K(tian).

Therefore, Confucius’ perspective of K(tian) aims to help man recover moral
consciousness and identify desirable life directions through self-awareness and

practice to establish a human society in a true sense.
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