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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Learning in the Analects of Confucius

Lee Jeongae

Advisor © Prof. Lee Cheol Seung, Ph.D.
Department of Philosophy,

Graduate School of Chosun University

This paper analyzed the original meaning of ‘learning’ shown in the TAnalects

of Confuciuss, and relations between learning and thinking, and learning and
mastering. Confucius considers learning as an important area to make the
peaceful world. To Confucius, learning is to express benevolence eventually.
Emphasizing the complementary relation between learning and thinking, he
orders the organic combination between active learning and independent
thinking. He also aims for the process of learning by practicing the contents
learnt.

In the ancient times of China, learning was closely related with teaching by
interpreting it as the same meaning. According to the "Analects of Confuciuss,
learning is emulating, which is to realize an ethical life by emulating the saint’s
life.

As the benevolence which is the core thought of the "Analects of Confuciuss
contains diverse meanings, it could be interpreted variously. In summary,
however, it is to go back to the courtesy by loving humans and overcoming
one’s selfish interest. According to him, loving humans is the interest in and

consideration for others while going back to the courtesy is to practice virtue in
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daily life by overcoming individual’s selfish interest. When such practices are
expanded from families to society, a healthy community is formed.

However, the concept including all of them is to learning which is about
realizing the wvalue of benevolence and then continuously working hard to
accomplish it. Therefore, lots of knowledge is not good enough to acquire
Confucius’ learning in the [Analects of Confuciuss. It is the process of
practicing an ethical life by endlessly repeating the contents learnt. To
Confucius, the concrete practice of benevolence is the realization of social justice
based on self-cultivation. Making people comfortable by cultivating oneself is to
point out the importance of organic relations between individual and society.
The meaning of learning in the "Analects of Confuciuss is the process of
cultivating one’s personality by emulating what pioneers have realized and then

realizing the principle of life.
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