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ABSTRACT

A Study on Nosongdang Song Hui—-gyeong’s
"Tlbonhaengnoku

— Focusing on diplomatic poems -

Kim Jeong-gu
Advisor: Prof. Kim Su-jung, Ph.D.
The department of Korean language and literature

Graduate school of Chosun University

The purpose of this study is to analyze literary properties and the
meanings of diplomatic poems included in "Ilbonhaengnoks - the record of
diplomatic journey to Japan - written by Nosongdang Song Hui-gyeong
(1376-1446) on the envoy journey to Japan, who was both a writer and a

diplomatic delegate in the early of the Joseon Dynasty.

Literature is an artistic creation that reflects ideas, minds, diverse cultures
and values which the people of the time enjoy by means of various social
aspects of the days. In other words, when literary works are imitated as
social reality, and as a part of culture they tend to occur in the
environment with social relevance, authors cannot but have an inseparable
relationship with the age when they live. It can be seen that they form a

complementary relationship with each other, like language and thought. So
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do Song Hui-gyeong and his works.

Through the ages, it is very meaningful to examine writers and their
works because their spirit as well as their unique life and view can be
observed. It is also significant to look at the lives and the universal
thinking system of those who live in that period.

In this context, Song Hui-gyeong’s character, status, and achievements,
etc. have been studied and illuminated gradually and steadily. However, it
doesn’t seem that the researches have been done sufficiently satisfactorily
until now. There can be some reasons why there haven’t been enough
studies and examinations on him and his works.

First, the records of his various activities haven’t been discovered yet
except him being an envoy to the Myeong Dynasty and Japan. Second, his
life as a diplomat hasn’t been examined enough and fllbonhaengnoks is his
only work that has been found. Third, the only remaining 'Ilbonhaengnok.
is not studied in three dimensions from a variety of political, social, cultural
and literary perspectives, which seems to be the big cause of the slow
advancement. However, under these limitations and difficulties there have
been constant studies on him, and it seems that further research will reveal
the depth and value of his works and life in the future. In addition, the
duty to deliver the life and spirit of the excellent ancestors such as Song
Hui-gyeong to the next generation is a responsibility given to the current
generation. Therefore, the devotion to constant research with new and novel
perspectives and passions is absolutely required.

In particular, 227 diplomatic poems and 82 prefaces to poetry included in ©
IIbonhaengnokas contain various contents and poetic expressions, and show that
the character of the writer is also true and aloof. Nonetheless, his works have
only tended to be viewed from the point of view of a practical purpose in politics

and diplomacy created by an envoy who was in charge of diplomacy with Japan.
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So in this study, the life of Song Hui-gyeong and his works were examined
from a different point of view; the new literary significance and values contained
in Song Hui-gyeong’s works were elucidated, which led to adding new meanings

to him and his poems.

In the 2™ chapter, Song Hui-gyeong’s family line and his life were
examined. Though he was not the high rank official, he had been in the
government service for a long time accomplishing great diplomatic
successes as an envoy to the Myeong Dynasty and Japan, so that he
received a strong trust from King Taejong and King Saejong. Especially he
finished his mission in Japan with loyalty and fidelity facing the fear of
death. It was because he was a confucian and a diplomatic representative of
the Joseon Dynasty. This led him to live in the contentment with poverty
as well as delight in the Taoist way and end his life as a commoner. In
addition, the background of the diplomatic journey was analyzed in
connection with the political situation of the time, and the diplomatic
journey routes were described in detail by dividing them into domestic and

Japanese one.

In the 3" chapter, the literary character and constitutional characteristics
of "Ilbonhaengnoks and the meaning and function of preface to poetry were
studied. The diplomatic poems in fllbonhaengnoks have a unique and
different form from other works of the early of the Joseon Dynasty, as they
contain the preface to poetry in the format of diary. This style was more
advanced than other records of diplomatic journey to Japan whose style was
the prose-typed diary format in the late of the Joseon Dynasty. Actually it
had great impacts on the next generations. The meaning of the 82 prefaces

to poetry in "Ilbonhaengnoks is enormous. Their contents include a detailed
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description of the itinerary and the situation and the various historical
events and development process. And they describe both the origin and
history of the poetic object and the writer's feelings and emotions. Such a
preface to poetry plays an important role not only in providing information
on Japanese warfare, but also in helping readers have interests in diplomatic

poems and understand them.

In the 4™ chapter, the literary significance of Song Hui-gyeong, his spirit
projected in his work, and his poetic world were examined by looking at
the contents of 227 diplomatic poems in ‘Ilbonhaengnoks according to their
type. He had to face difficulties and troubles in diplomatic journey, such as
wind, rain, and pirates and after experiencing the Japanese Buddhism,
monks, customs, practices, and cultures, he sublimated what he went
through to something meaningful and valuable in a literary way, which was
the main point of the fourth chapter. It also examined how the loyalty
ceremony, the most important indicator of the life of a Joseon confucian,
was applied to a foreign culture in Japan.

First, in spite of lots of suffering and pain, he maintained an even and
honest tone without any representation of anger or resentment in his poems.
This poetic and literary truth in his works reflecting his human genuineness
means a lot.

Second, Japanese monks and its Buddhism described in Song Hui-gyeong
diplomatic poems were looked into. Lots of his poems are associated with
Buddhism because during the 8 month journey to Japan he experienced the
reality of Japanese society that was rooted deeply on Buddhism. He
exchanged poetry and prose with Japanese monks while housed in several
temples and also communicated with them through Chinese poems. He was

in favor of Japanese monks due to their honesty and humanity, which was
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quite different from the Buddhist monks in Joseon. Song Hui-gyeong, as a
confucian, had been already familiar with the evils of the Buddhist monks.
But he saw the human sincerity in Japanese monks and left his saying that
he could be friendly with foreign monks if they wouldn’t deceive the world
or pursue their own benefits.

Third, Song Hui-gyeong’s cherished intentions for exotic society in his
diplomatic poems were looked at. Song Hui-gyeong did not reveal a special
feeling while watching the various aspects of Japanese society. He made
description in the relatively objective stance, admitting that each country
had its own culture. This characteristic in his poems is different from other
records of diplomatic journey to Japan written since the 17" century when
Joseon correspondents to Japan filled with small Sinocentrism gave criticism
on Japanese culture on their subjective aspects.

Fourth, the historical reality and homesickness portrayed in Song
Hui-gyeong poems were examined. He described homesickness feeling in a
foreign country with concise and neat expressions. It seems to be derived
from his easygoing and humane characteristics that his poems contain a
deep meaning and poetic mood. This is also why there are no deliberate
embellishments and descriptions in his poems. In addition, it is confirmed
that the poetic inclinations and atmosphere the poems show are the largest
literary merits of his works.

Fifth, the national consciousness and loyalty, which could be the main
mood of his works. were revealed as the main current in  Song
Hui-gyeong’'s poems. About 70 works out of 227 poems included in
IIbonhaengnoks are made up of contents that dealt with his missing and
concerns for the country and the king. Despite all kinds of persecution and
conciliation he underwent during the journey to Japan for 10 months, he

gave good influence over the king of Japan because he had strong national
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spirits. However, when creating his poems, he showed his fidelity in the
way of rather flexible and mild expression, not revealing the persecution

and the spirit of resistance.

Based on this, the 5t chapter established the literary status and

significance of Song Hui-gyeong’s diplomatic poems in "Ilbonhaengnoks.
In the 6 chapter, the conclusions were shown, which were based on

what had been clarified and found meaningful through the discussions of

this article so far.
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