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ABSTRACT

Research on Proposals for Improving Cooperation of
Common Development of the Cultural Industries of

Korea and China

- Focused on the movies industry -

Piao Jinghua

Advisor : Prof. Kim Halim
Departmant of Cultural studies,
Graduate  School of Chosun

University

In the 21 century cultural industries have become a strategic area. They
use the content of the culture and society of a country through creative tech
nologies to recreate a new industry whose trends and characteristics are repr
esentative, risky, highly profitable with added-value and a forward-looking vi
sion.

The Korean cultural industries from the 1972 law on the renaissance of
arts and culture became a strategic field of policies. Since the IMF economic
crisis of 1998, the Kim Tae Chong government paid special attention to the d
evelopment of the cultural industries and turn them into key industries so th
at cultural training and education would shape the new generations. The cult
ural industries therefore spread into all other fields of activities and became a
way of overcoming economic difficulties. In Asia, the Korean wave or Hallyu
not only improved the image of Korea abroad but also contributed to econom
ic benefits. The following governments kept that habit of placing cultural ind

ustries and education at the center of their policies.

_Vi_
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In line with recent trends, China resorted to culture as an efficient mean
s of developing the economy and maintaining a socialist system and propaga
nda. Consequently, the Chinese government massively invested in that field. I
n the 2011 17" Communist Party Meeting, China decided to deeply reform th
e cultural field and stimulate the development and wealth of a socialist cultur
e and produced a document of 17000 words about reforming the cultural indu
stries. This is the first time in the history of the communist party that the c
onstruction of culture became a historical matter of discussion. It was agreed
that by 2015 culture should constitute 5% of China’s GDP. In other words, cu
Itural matters were turned into a strategic area.

As regards the structure of industries, 65% of Korea’'s GDP is based on
its exportations. The semiconductors, computers and wireless equipments toge
ther with cultural industries are part and parcel of the main exporting indust
ries in the 21° century and need to constantly penetrate the overseas market
s. As for the economic aspect, Korea and China, in the cultural field, are con
sidered to have a synergetic cooperation. Korea has a cultural market dynami
¢, a well-trained personnel, and the best manufacturing skills in Asia with th
e capacity of development. China’s overall cultural industries stand at a lower
position but China has a huge territory and a large-scale potential for improv
ement, financial resources, and a rich historical background. In this line of th
ought, it is agreed that China and Korea have complementary characteristics
in the field of cultural industries, geographical proximity and a common Conf
ucian heritage. This facilitates cultural and emotional affinities. As a result, t
he cultural discount rate is reduced and this is a factor of success in the Sin
o-Korean cooperation.

The communication in the cultural industries field became official since t
he 1992 encounter between China and Korea. From 2000 they started official
cooperation and development in diversified areas of activities. So cultural acti
vities have become among the most dynamic areas of cooperation and also cr
eated special links between the Korean and Chinese people, especially with dr

amas, variety shows, movies. In the field of media and live broadcast, from 1

- vii =
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992 to 2000, Korea exported to China in a one-way trend. But nowadays it h
as changed into a win-win, two-ways cooperation, creating a more balanced
paradigm.

First of all, after the rise of China, the interest of the Chinese governme
nt in cultural industries, the ability of creating and manufacturing cultural pr
oducts improved in China. Secondly, in order to protect its industries, the Chi
nese government limited the importations from abroad. Through mutual coope
ration, Korea and China can avoid these inequities and solve unbalanced part
nership difficulties. Thirdly, having experimented more than 20 years of coop
eration, Korea and China can smooth out cultural differences and according t
o the Chinese realities, Korea can adjust its strategies in the field of culture.

This study will focus on dramas, variety shows and movies and split the
analysis in three steps: 1992-2000 is the foundation step, 2001-2013 is the ch
anging step, 2014 until now being a fully—comprehensive cooperation step. M
oreover, this study will select two cultural products representative of the Sin
o-Korean cooperation: the first one is the variety show “Dady, where are yo
u going?”and the second one is the movie commonly made by Korea and Chi
na “ Going back to our twenties”. Through this analysis, five cooperation pro
posals are put forward:

1. The two countries have to formulate win-win strategies and policies

2. According to the different characteristics of dramas, variety shows

and movies, appropriate policies have to be designed

Korean intellectuals should pay careful attention to Chinese audience
According to Chinese content resources, Korea and China should
create multinational brands

5. With a strong cultural basis, Korea and China should be able to

create a self-sufficient cultural environment

key words : Cultural Indudustries, Korea, China, Cooperation,

movies industry, Common Development

- viii -
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