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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Territoriality in Apartment Open Space

for Community Activation

Lee hayeon
Advisor : Prof. Moon jeongmin, Ph.D.
Department of Design

Graduate School of Chosun University

Because Apartment policy in Korea had been concentrated in quantitative supply
and function, various social problems occurred due to the lack of concept of
‘neighbor’ among residents. So, various movement for community recovery or
invigoration began to appear. This study has an interest in the territoriality for
community invigoration and tries to find the methods to form it. The concept for
community and territoriality, the community invigoration elements of apartment open
space, and the methods for territoriality formation are considered through precedent
studies. The result of this study shows that the elements for community invigoration
consist of accessibility, safety, comfortableness, and location and that the methods for
territoriality formation consist of vertical boundary control, cognitive changes, device
elements, and individuation. Based on the results, the cases of apartment open space
in Gwangju city are analyzed focused on accessibility, safety, comfortableness, and
location.

Frist, accessibility signifies to induce and to promote contacts and exchanges
considering convenience of access and use. The results of case study show cognitive
changes, device elements, vertical boundary control, and individuation in order.
Cognitive changes could be seen as different height of floor surface, similar pattern
materials of floor surface, pattern of floor surface, material change, steps, or stairs

and device elements could be found in lighting installation(bollard light, streetlight),
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bench, pergola, table, gazebo, and a fountain. Vertical boundary could be passively
found in trees and fences. Device elements for rest like bench and pergola can be
found more, but, another element is needed to stimulate various activities, in most
cases, the changes in color, pattern, or materials of floor surface are used somewhat
thoughtlessly. The design of floor should be considered to clarify the change of
territories for pedestrians.

Second, safety signifies for the residents not to experience limitations to lead a
safe and convenient life and the results of case study show that the safety could be
found in wvertical boundary control, cognitive changes, device elements, and
individuation in order. For vertical boundary control, trees, fences, wall, and pillar are
used, and for cognitive changes, variation of floor pattern, material, and height are
used in the floor surface. Device elements such as lights(bollard light, streetlight,
floor light, bench light), tables, benches are also found. In most cases, vertical
boundary control is used to give surrounding for space using trees for safety and
comfortableness, but, overuse of trees would close the space down from people and
lead to the lack of safety and the decrease of space use in some cases. To secure
the surroundings and the view at the same time, proper combination of shrubs and
trees is recommended.

Third, comfortableness signifies general, eco-friendly, and aesthetic feeling on
spaces and is influenced by cognitive changes, vertical boundary control, individuation,
and device elements in order. Cognitive changes are seen in the height gap, natural
materials and color, and pattern design, vertical boundary control is seen in trees,
individuation in sculptures, and device elements in a fountain. Most of the cases,
trees are used for vertical boundary control, water space for cognitive changes, floor
design for cognitive, and sculpture for individuation to stress esthetic environment.
But, natural elements and colors took possession of the total space compare to design
space. So, various colors, object, sculpture can be recommended to increase aesthetic
impression and to induce positive response for design, and to be used consistently.

Fourth, location signifies establishment of identify for space itself, through
significance to the space, to induce human activity. The case study showed

individuation and device elements. Individuation contains object and sculpture and
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device elements contains pergola and circle flower-bed. In cases, sculpture or object
make a cognition of entrance and a landmark such as rides at an amusement park
can be used to recognize the open space using design elements. Also, interesting
spaces such as a rest area, a stage, and a water space can be used to induce
natural access for the visitors to the space and to think as a meaningful experience.
Location is closely related to the accessibility in the point that recognition leads to
access.

In this study, analyzing the methods to form the territoriality for community
invigoration focusing in the cases of apartments in Gwangju city, I would like this
paper to be used as useful basic data for invigoration of open space in apartment

community.

Keywords : Community Activation, Territoriality, Apartment, Open Space
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