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ABSTRACT

Research on Concept of Brush Stroke

Jeon, Jong-ju
Advisor: Prof. Park, Hong—-soo
Department of Fine Arts

Graduate School of Chosun University

As the history of calligraphy art has continued on for more than 3
thousand years, brush stokes have become the standard tool to evaluate
the artist's creative process. Although it has a rich history, there hasn’t
been much research on the conceptualization, after a period of Jinhan, the
whole nature of calligraphy was touted as just another form of writing and
therefore did not generate enough interest to motivate the research any

further.

In the late 1980's, Modern Calligraphy Movement actively sought out to

conceptualize the justifications of brush strokes.

Escaping the limits of Characters, and emerging as the new frontier of
artistic expression, In other words, brush strokes are the icons of modern

calligraphy.

A brush stroke usually is a single stroke of line or dot for writing or a
painting. Also a way of counting the foundations of a character, and
representation of the lines, dots and its flow brought on forth by oriental

brush and its writing essential called Muk.



Eastern Art has always been responsive to the forms of nature and its
principles, and in its attempts to express such spirits, has been built very
subjectively and ideologically. The most important expressive tool in the

art of calligraphy is single stroke.

It is based upon yin and yang, backed by enlightened expressions of the
universe; 1t is a distillation of time and space in a single line that is a
stroke. Recognizing the law of nature, law of order and circulation in a

single rhythm, concentrated into a single effort.

The form and emotions of a stroke should be excluded from any actions
that are planned. For that is a method of learning the principles of nature
and using that knowledge to put soul into the artistic expressions. To make
the strokes into living lines, an expression of such stroke always coexists

with the natural surroundings and practices indifference.

After a critical review into your own nature, and careful examination of
the creative ownership and distinction, you realize that, rather than a

superficial appeal single stroke has the underlying mentality behind it.

Traditional calligraphy was more of Artistic writing expression, in that it
explores the given expressive medium, In Modern calligraphy, there is
more freedom, in that there no more are any limitations from characters
and the author is able to truly express their emotional subject in creative
form. You are able to sing the law and principles of nature in time and

space.

Expressing not only external features, but also the internal order of yin
and yang, hardness of the brush, emotions and personalities of a stroke,

gloss, texture, and expressiveness is all determined by the climate of the



environment, and condition.

To distinguish them in the oriental tradition of yin and yang, they come

out to five different personalities. Gold, Water, Wood, Fire, Earth

Stroke with a gold characteristics have big and strong appearance, with a
little bit cold personalities. Water strokes have the thinnest lines and most
flexible, they tend to flow naturally like water and are recognized as calm
and permanent. Wood strokes tend to have large scale, extravagant and
very distinct in the beauty with prestige and authority. Fire strokes are
very passionate, are rather hot tempered but also slim, sophisticated while

Earth strokes are rather spacious, gentle, optimistic and peaceful.

Justification of such strokes and conceptualization will bring forth new
interpretations and contemplating on such new meanings and concepts will
set stage to make modern calligraphy into more logical and rational. From
that point on, research on such visualization and conceptualization of
Strokes may be possible. When that happens, and such results crystallize,
bigger artistic spectrums and dimensions will be shared between
calligraphers on a scale of being able to distinguish diverse variety of

expressions and authorship.

_Vi_
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“Reed College at that time offered perhaps the best calligraphy instruction in the country.
Throughout the campus every poster, every label on every drawer, was beautifully hand
cal ligraphed. Because | had dropped out and didn't have to take the normal classes, | decided
to take a calligraphy class to learn how to do this. | learned about serif and san serif
typefaces, about varying the amount of space between different letter combinations, about
what makes great typography great. |t was beautiful, historical, artistically subtle in a way

that science can't capture, and | found it fascinating.

None of this had even a hope of any practical application in my life. But ten years later,
when we were designing the first Macintosh computer, it all came back to me. And we designed

it all into the Mac. It was the first computer with beautiful typography.

dropped in on that single course in college, the Mac would have never had multiple typefaces

or proportionally spaced fonts. And since Windows just copied the Mac,

its likely that no

personal computer would have them. If | had never dropped out, | would have never dropped in
on this calligraphy class, and personal computers might not have the wonder ful
that they do. Of course it was impossible to connect the dots looking forward when | was in

college. But it was very, very clear looking backwards ten years later “
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