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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Recognition Type of Related

Groups for the Community Children Care Center
. By Using Q Methodology

Chang Chie sun
Adviser : Prof. Rhee, Young Sun
Department of Social Welfare,

Graduate School of Chosun University

The aim of this study 1s to research the recognition type related groups
for the community children care center using Q-methodology.

The Q—-Method is a practical process to verify the subjective views and
recognition-structure of specific stimuli.

Various individuals, associated with the community center, were
interviewed to compile a list of statements expressing their opinions on the
current and future state of community children’s centers. Administrative
employees with more than five years experience, as well as data collected
from previous research, were included in collecting statements related to
issues surrounding these centers.

Of the 337 statements collected, four groups were created to classify the
data. The first group included statements pertaining to the individuals
related to children receiving the services provided. The second group
focused on statements concerning the services and functionality of the
centers. The third group’s core statements were related to the operational
aspects and employees of the centers. The statements of the fourth group
pertained to the laws and systems of the centers.



23 Q-Cards were created based on selected Q-Statements, which were
strongly representative or contradicting of each category. Q-Samples,
depicting distribution charts, were prepared for surveying individuals
considered important to the various functionalities of the centers.

The survey was administered to 40 individuals (13 administrators of
community centers, 7 social workers, 3 program instructors, 4 government
officials, 3 supporters of the centers, 7 parents of children who attend the
center regularly, and 3 elementary teachers who were chosen based on
their reputations for being especially caring and nurturing).

According to the compulsory normal distribution method, the survey
required the candidates to classify the statements into categories based on
least important to most important to the functionality of the community
children care centers. The subjects were then interviewed to explain the
reasoning behind their classification decisions.

A data file with the results was created for the QUANL PC program.
The contents of the function of the children’s centers and the operational
experiences were extracted from the results of the Q-Population and
Q-Analysis on primary factors.

These results were classified into four general categories which outline
distinct concerns and objectives for these centers. The first category was
made up of individuals who focused primarily on the individual education of
the children attending the centers. The second category was based on the
statements of employees whose concerns focused on the business aspect
of the centers. Statements categorized in the third group were considered
family-oriented, while the statements of the fourth group looked to reform
the systems of the centers.

Statements collected from the first group were generally related to the
protection and education of selected children. Children who came from
economically-lower class families, and/or suffered from abuse, were to be
the primary target of these institutions. In addition to normal education,
statements categorized in this group insisted that children be exposed to
learning moral and humanitarian—related subjects. The education at these
centers should target and develop each child’'s unique and creative
characteristics. The primary goal is to create a safe and enlightening
environment for the child.



The statements of individuals in the second category focused on the
children’s centers functionality from an economic or business standpoint.
The perspective of statements in this category revolved around the
operations of community children’s centers being managed solely based on
the available expenses to operate the centers. Employees’ duties should
not go beyond the normal-outlined workload. Regular evaluations by the
government significantly increased tensions and stress. Therefore, they
believed that it is impossible to run a successful institution if employees
are forced to focus on the individual needs of a child, rather than the
success of the group as a whole.

The statements of the third category wanted to focus less on education
and more on the general welfare of the child. Feeding the children well
and maintaining a safe environment were thought to be the necessary
primary focus. Exposing children, whose parents are unable to provide
them with the necessary attention, to various cultures and social groups is
essential in their development. Similarly to the first group, the third group
believed that children should be provided with an education which focuses
on morality and social issues.

Statements classified in the fourth group insisted that the centers require
systematic and professional education based on standardized manuals and
instructions. Children should receive specialized services based on the
individual progress of each child. The statements in this category believed
that the centers lack a systematic support program and services for
children who graduate from public school or stop attending the community
centers.

In conclusion, using the Q-Method, the results of the data revealed the
importance of the various recognition—types of individuals related to the
functionality of the center. Although such research data had never been
collected prior to this survey, the detailed and subjective opinions of these
influential individuals were revealed. Thus, one may hope that such
research is utilized as the baseline data in an effort to seek the positive
technique to develop the operations of community children care centers in
the future.
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