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ABSTRACT

A Qualitative Study of the Characteristics of

Compliments in Kindergarten Children

: Focusing on a Case of Bada Class in Uzoo Kindergarten

Seo, Kyung Hee
Academic Advisor : Prof. Seo, Hyun, Ed. D.
Department of Education (Early Childhood Education),

Graduate School of Chosun University

The purpose of this study was to acquire in-depth understanding of compliments
among young children in kindergarten. For this purpose, the study used an
ethnographic method for survey and analysis of the objects and functions of
compliments initiated by young children and their teacher, the types of compliments
given, and the derived meanings of the compliments to young children. Specifically,

this study attempted to answer the following research questions:

1. What are the objects of compliments initiated by young children and the
teacher?

2. What are the functions of compliments initiated by young children and the
teacher?

3. What types of compliments are initiated by young children and the
teacher?

4. What meanings do compliments have to young children?

_Vi_



The subjects of this study were 22 five-year-old children, 14 girls and 8 boys,
and their teacher, all part of Bada Class at Uzoo Kindergarten in Gwangju
Metropolitan City. The research period was from March 29, 2012 to January 11,
2013, and data were collected through 77 instances of participant observation;
in—-depth interviews with the children, their parents, and the teacher; formal and
informal interviews; field notes; field interviews; recording; videotaping;
photographing; and document collection. Collected data were coded, categorized, and
analyzed using the method proposed by Bogdan and Biklen (2010).

The results of this study are summarized as follows:

First, the objects of compliments initiated by young children in kindergarten

” o«

were “themselves,” “their friends,” “the teacher or other adults,” and “things.” The
objects of compliments initiated by the teacher were “children,” “other children,
directed to listening children,” and “adults, directed to the listening children.”

Second, the functions of compliments initiated by children were comfort, consent,
naming as “a strategy for making friends,” and self-reinforcement as “an attempt
at self-justification.” In addition, imitation was observed in “role play in
imaginative play,” and flattery and bullying were manifested in “application of the
logic of power.” Next, the functions of compliments initiated by the teacher were
modeling and encouragement as “strategies for behavioral change,” and dilatation
and clarification as “explanation and summary of thoughts.” Acknowledgement was
observed as “a prompt for another story,” and evaluation was observed as “an
ending mark for activities.” Moreover, intervention was observed as “interference to
change a negative atmosphere,” and command as “two faces of compliments.”
These observations show that compliments work on young children in both positive
and negative ways.

Third, various types of compliments were expressed toward young children in
kindergarten. These types included “direct and indirect compliments,” “verbal and
non-verbal compliments,” “concrete and abstract compliments,” “true and untrue
compliments,” “conditional and unconditional compliments,” and “private and public
compliments.” Compliments to young children were usually given directly, but

sometimes indirectly through another person. This could uplift self-esteem by

- Vi -



making the child feel complimented by two individuals; however, in this way, the
teacher also burdened children by suggesting something unpleasant through a third
person. Compared to verbal compliments, physical intimacy, smiles, and hand signs,
were more effective in actively moving young children. In verbal compliments,
those with specific explanation were more effective than groundless and ambiguous
compliments in helping children recognize desirable behaviors. On the other hand,
young children could also feel burdened by compliments, because they were aware
of the hidden intention of untrue compliments, and they did not perceive
unconditional formal compliments as true compliments. Moreover, open
complimenting affected the complimented children, and also affected other children.
These findings suggest that compliments should be given consistently and in a
way appropriate for the situation.

Fourth, the meanings of compliments given to young children in kindergarten
were “power making the Bada Class dance,” “signs leading to reflection on and
resolution of the self,” “discovery of another great self,” “catalyst for unity,”
“promotion of continuous play,” “burden against my will and stopper of desire,” and
“acquisition of black-and-white compliments.” Through exchange of compliments
and encouragement, young children gained confidence, a sense of achievement, and
satisfaction; as a result, compliments became a “power making the Bada Class
dance.” In addition, because children looked to their complimented friends as
behavioral role models, compliments became “signs leading reflection on and
resolution of the self,” and acknowledging compliments from friends or the teacher
provided an opportunity to renew children’s self-esteem through “discovery of
another great self.” Furthermore, in young children, with friends or the teacher,
compliments functioned as a “catalyst for unity,” promoting intimate relationships
and sustaining continuous play. However, negative aspects of compliments to
children were also found. To children, compliments were sometimes seen as a
“burden against my will and blocker of desire”: because of compliments, young
children felt forced to do activities that they did not want to do, and this
consequently frustrated their desire for other activities. Moreover, untrue

compliments without genuine heart were seen as “acquisition of black—and-white

- viii -



compliments.” This resulted in children’s loss of trust in compliments.

As presented above, compliments initiated by young children and their teacher
had positive and negative effects, depending on the compliments object, function,
and type of expression. This emphasizes again the importance of complimenting
appropriately and according to the specific situation. The results of this study are
expected to provide useful data in the field of early childhood education for
understanding the experiential meanings of compliments to young children, and to

suggest desirable directions for positive interaction.
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<E 29 gol frobEolAl mA-frob HEA oI AAFEE MFAF PBL
U 5 Itk ThA) wa) AR fob 22T AFe] WEPL mrn 2xz v
FAT PES HUT F Qe SEA Z3h 29o] vk, 2013). wpebA Fa)

= A0 Aol FAARJ] e A= Hgom o FH mIE AT
(Bandura, 1986: Farr, 1976; Finegold & Mahoney, 1975, Hammer & Foster, 1975;
Reiss & Sushinsky, 1975; Scott, 1975; Winston & Baker, 1985).

F3tE adHer A&7 9 e A3E Aed uf Hxd sl e A<

Wi o g wajok 3 th(Shea & Bauer, 1987). thAl @ frols5S nlaAdst f5S =
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ZbebA & g e Age AsiAs A R olfE L Az AEEHA alloF &
o divkstd of®| Aol frobe] dEol oW JIFe FeAE AR FAldok
IR0l AIAAE & 7 A oW folel A= HFS Aol vE FoteAl= dE 2
2A e T 7] "zt web Folu S A= Frofell Al kel digk A
2ol FAHA FeE Fo] 1 A ARl ayHH
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of A&7, FzbalF7], vla A7, dekr], IATE el & A7), AY& s
71 5 o2l 7HAZE sl oAl v AR des AS wEetA sk AT 9
HAA 7 " (Hurlock, 19855 BFS 2013, A <1E).
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e /b Abe b @ ol Ao g S AT AL Betn £/8 mels 2

o8 AT Aol FrHA TS, 2003).
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AL, B, GARA gRlEo] vty FaAl Hvpe] Aol meh JIAH A5l 9)
AE A o R FRATGH(HEES, 2009). thAl EE] froke] AhEAl A2 g5
7FZ3LE Piagete] QA& FAF o] Al A =W ¥Iste] 54 B3 Vygotsky
o] Aka] A 452 7F dtH(Cobb, 1990).
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Azre AAAMEA BE RS oldtn £t FES 2 A Z AEE
G Agel Fgahe AdE 2A Wl A o w9 Mol AEER e
ek Ae dm A ®dol ohUrh fobvlel AEA FHe fobel wde o
3.

FS v A7) wiZo] frolr]e] Abs A wrde JAstHA dagh 27 wd #]jojgtal
s - Qth B3], Ho
ol e A13A AL Fole o] Fadt AAZ AA T wEk B A=
Vygotsky(1978)9] A}3] & G2 F9]of 7] 23t HzH& Aelstazl sk}

Vygotsky= robe] dojof Apae] wheke] glojx] Ab3] #3824 wes e sttt

S} 2 e A

of B A3 o] FRAAE AEIFATHA T, 2009). thAl ] Abs]EshH
TATY HHORE S5, AME A Aoz WEto A doju frotEo] Al A
FEo] e vk WAl B ARl FY A A B =2 FFEY] HES ol
ATH= o] ol 7] 23} (Smith, Cowic, & Blades, 1998). wetr FolE2] dhro]
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Aglolehs FEA UelA ool wi AR A gEagel e shlA FHH A
oo vi7) fetel WHE W & YR et wabe adle] Fasttu ¥+ g
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@ B Wk AgHola FAA £
75]

22 47 A4 FEa)
X

O

28 ZAzE=d A (Kamil & Devries, 1993). whebA] frof= v} wAbe} A3

Lo ARle A VE7E 2 dom ALt sAAA A

PN

e

oje} o] FAAFA AHL fFolrl sEHoRE AAS FAS=H A 3
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