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The study of the symbolism and aesthetic impression

Buddhist paintings.

- Focused on one's own art work -
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ABSTRACT

The study of the symbolism and aesthetic impression in
Buddhist paintings.

- Focused on one's own art work -

Song, young hak
Advisor : Prof. Kim, jong kyoung
Department of Fine Arts,

Graduate School of Chosun University

Buddhist painting is a sculptural art which shows the ideas, feelings and
nature of people. Korean Buddhist painting with a long history has reached
what it is through buddhist painting in the Three Kingdom and Goryeo Period,
and Buddhist art in paintings of the Joseon period. The ideological
background of colors in Buddhist painting is based on the theory of Yin and
Yang, Buddhist ideas and Confucianism. From this aspect, this study
speculated on their origin through development of Buddhist painting and
intended to reorganize the symbolism of colors which compose buddhist
paintings.

This study gave focus to creation which can be applied to modern Korean
traditional painting through approaches in diverse perspectives by examining
the symbolism principles of colors used in buddhist painting. |f Korean
traditional painting is to have its confirming values organized in the
trends of modernizing Korean traditional painting, it should help create an

appropriate aesthetic consciousness.



In this context, colors in buddhist painting have an ideological background
in the idea of Yin and Yang rather than being created according to
individual feeling or senses. Such colors are distinctively shown in murals
and Danchong of Goguryeo, colors in buddhist painting of the Goryeo and
painting in the Joseon period, and they express Korean emotions in detail
using excellent painting techniques. Therefore, it was thought that research
on colors in buddhist painting is needed.

This study is to demonstrate their connectivity with the characteristics of
my own work through interpretation of internal states common in
Obangsaek(five traditional colors) in works by Park, Saeng Gwang and Oh
Senug-Yoon where colors of buddhist painting are applied in a modern way.
Works by Park, Saeng Gwang and Oh Senug-Yoon are characterized by folk
materials, and vivid and strong colors. Through the colors inherent in
Korean emotion and aesthetic consciousness, free use of the five traditional
colors, and strong comparisons of the five traditional colors according to
the color views of the Yin and Yang Theory, this study is to find the
connectivity between the five colors and my own work. For this purpose, this
study applied diverse painting techniques, buddhist materials and colors for
my own work based on buddhist painting to express what | experienced and
thought in new and strong images. In particular, my own work expressed the
internal emotions of modern people through personalized animals in humorous
manners. By borrowing the colors and techniques of buddhist painting to
express what was felt and thought, my own work became research in effective
and straightforward colors.

It is hoped that material experiments, the symbolism of colors and many
processes in expressive techniques will bring good results, and the results
will be an opportunity to increase the possibilities of contemporary

coloration.
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