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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Sense of Gender in the Poems of

Jeong—hee Moon and Hye—soon Kim

Yun Hye-ok
Advisor : Prof. Ra Hee—-duk Litt. D.
Department of Korean Language and Literature

Graduate School of Chosun University

The purpose of this study is to examine feminism in poems of Jeong-hee
Moon and Hye-soon Kim, representative women poets of Korea and investigate
the major issues and aesthetic principle of Korean feminist poetry. Although
two poets’ poems show a variety of themes and tendencies other than feminist
characteristics, this study mainly focused on feminist poetry. In particular, this
study gave attention to the difference between first-generation and
second-generation feminism by comparing and examining their poetic world in
the sense of gender.

Jeong—hee Moon, a first-generation feminist poet, has shown sharp reflection
on the violence of patriarchal society and explored woman identity through
healthy sensuality. Hye-soon Kim, a second-generation feminist poet, has
shown new awareness and narrative style of feminine writing and brought the
quality shift of Korean feminist poetry as a member of Alternative Culture.
Such poetic exploration of Jeong-hee Moon and Hye-soon Kim became an
important foundation to lay the rich basis for Korean women's poetry.

However, their poetic world forms a contrast in body awareness, reality



awareness, and a narrative style other than generation difference in women.
This study focused on this point and examined a distinct point of the sense of
gender. The comparison and analysis of the sense of gender between them was
made because it would generally explore the current and spectrum of Korean
feminist poetry and establish themselves in the position of the history of
literature.

Although feminism movement against a patriarchal system began around the
18th century, a sign of feminism consciousness appeared in the 1920s. It
advanced gradually and became serious in the 1980s. Then, in the 1990s, the
development of Korean women’s poetry surfaced as a central -cultural
phenomenon. Korean feminist poetry has formed woman identity in a variety of
forms since the 2000s.

This study particularly gave attention to Jeong—hee Moon and Hye-soon Kim
because they have shown clear problem awareness of women’s poetry and
outstanding poetic achievement. Moreover, they share a feminist ideology but
show marked difference in the characteristics of poetic world that reveal the
sense of gender. Therefore, their comparison and analysis can be useful to draw
the topography of Korean women’s poetry in general.

Jeong-hee Moon is the first generation who made feminism serious in Korean
contemporary poetry. Her poems’ change in contents became clearer with the
times. However, they are not clearly different from conventional masculine
language in the aspect of poetic form or narrative style since they deliver
reality awareness by obvious language, being relatively connected with the
tradition of lyric poetry. Also, they prefer to convey thinking through a
metaphorical narrative style rather than flight writing that maximizes a
metonymic narrative style. In this sense, she is different from Hye-soon Kim
who searches for a unique narrative style of feminine writing.

Hye-soon Kim’'s poems are very concerned about finding new language

_iv_



which flows out from woman’s body as much as feminist awareness. She
constantly moves a poetic narrator from changes in self and does not put into
lyric grammar or a conventional frame. Finally, body writing is made in the
dynamic process that advances to the point of absence. It is not writing about
the body but body writing itself and a present progressive self-statement. The
unique poetic awareness and narrative style of 'body writing’ has consistently
appeared in her early poems.

Jeong—-hee Moon’'s poems are the first generation that Korean feminist poetry
became serious and remarkably represents empirical reality awareness gained in
a patriarchal system and the life field. Her poems focus on narrative contents
conveying reality awareness rather than a unique narrative style. In this sense,
they form a contrast to Hye-soon Kim's poems which focus on the exploration
of a narrative style of feminine writing. Narrative contents—focused writing is
consistent with English and American feminist literature criticism that is
first-generation feminism in the West and its role.

Hye-soon Kim's poems show a much better narrative style as
second-generation feminist poetry than narrative contents based on the reality
awareness of the first generation. Her poems mainly have a unique narrative
style of feminist writing. It is a contrast to Jeong—hee Moon’'s feminist writing.
Her narrative style is consistent with French feminist literature criticism that is
the second-generation theory of Western feminist literature theory. It suggests
that second-generation feminist literature also takes on the same aspect in the
feminism trend of Korea and the West.

Jeong-hee Moon and Hye-soon Kim show an original sense of gender as
first- and second-generation feminist poets of Korea respectively and devise a
different poetic strategy. To compare and analyze the difference, this study
considered their sense of gender in three levels: reality awareness, body

awareness, and poetic forms and narrative styles in women



First, for reality awareness and the sense of gender in women, Jeong—hee
Moon drastically revealed the suppression of domestic labor in a patriarchal
system and cried for woman'’s liberation. Also, she unfolded a beautiful state of
feminism beyond grand feminity and expressed the sense of gender of
androgyny that pursues symbiosis, coexistence, and happiness. On the other
hand, Hye-soon Kim reversed impolite and immoral men’s violence in pleasant
rebellion, behaved a poem by body itself, and revealed the power of creation
that is inherent and operated in women’s body and the feminity of coexistence
that revives all creation.

Second, for body and the sense of gender in women, Jeong-hee Moon newly
found grand and beautiful woman’s value in maternal body space and pursued
productivity and abundance. On the other hand, Hye-soon Kim revealed floating
and bursting woman’s body and it represented overflowing absence and crack,
not lack. In erotic body space, Jeong-hee Moon freely scolded distorted
masculinity, asked an ideal man’s image, discoursed on hidden sex, and
revealed bold feminity that desires the sexuality of taboo and breach. On the
other hand, Hye-soon Kim restored feminity hardened by convention and
created new feminine language.

Finally, for narrative styles and the sense of gender in women, Jeong-hee
Moon used lyric statements in a concise and straightforward narrative style in
suppressive situations. She attempted true communication through waking
consciousness rather than irrational androgyny relationship of dominance and
submission through a poetic narrative style. Moreover, she communicated with
and satirizes the real world and tried to escape using metaphorical thinking. On
the other hand, Hye-soon Kim broke down the boundary of lyric nature and
opposed stereotype and conventional awareness on existing lyric poetry. She
used a dramatic play style including dialogue narration, confession, stammering,

monologue, and talks to disneyficate the extremity of pain. In boundary and
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flight writing, she was aware that woman’s body could not be intactly revealed
using masculine language and used metonymic technique which infinitely
repeats and breaks up language in a multi-language strategy of making the
body into language.

The comparison and analysis of the sense of gender in poems of Jeong-hee
Moon and Hye-soon Kim clearly suggests that women’s reality awareness and
narrative style is inseparably related in patriarchal society. But in the detailed
exploration process, while Jeong—-hee Moon gave priority to women’s change in
awareness about rights as the moral subject, Hye-soon Kim showed a new
narrative style of feminist writing.

In particular, Jeong-hee Moon did not greatly diverge from the masculine
frame of language of metaphorical thinking but opened a main road in feminist
poetry as liberal language of thinking. Hye-soon Kim invented woman's unique
style and narrative style using as metonymical thinking rather than
metaphorical thinking. Despite this difference, they can be evaluated to open a
new aesthetic horizon, given that they restore woman’s inside and body to the

unique subject and show a model of feminist writing.

Key words: Jeong—-hee Moon, Hye-soon Kim, the Sense of gender, Feminism,
Reality awareness, Woman'’s body, Narrative style, Metaphor, Metonymy,
Literature criticism, Patriarch, Androgyny, Coexistence, Absence, Richness,
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