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Abstract

The Government Troops’ Coping with the

Donghak-peasant War in Naju Region

The revolt started by Jun Bong-jun in Gobu in January 1894 (the
31%year of King Gojong’s reign) led to the first uprising in Mujang and
then spread to other Jeollado regions. Despite its isolation due to the
condition, Naju was the only region where they blocked the entry of
peasant troops and denied the establishment of Jipgangs of orpeasants.
Naju was capable of withstanding the raging Donghak peasant troops
because local officials proactively formed strong government troops. Also,
the governor of Naju named Min Jong-ryeol took the leadership in
adopting the Hyangyak and maintaining the public order, which was
supported by the class of local officials called Haynglees. In addition,
since the second uprising in late autumn of the Gaboh year (1894), the
government troops rode the momentum gained by the successful defence
in Naju and advanced into Gwangju, Nampyeong, Gangjin, Jangheung,
Youngam and Muan, playing important parts in suppressing local peasant
troops. The Hyanglee class in Naju took the initiative in organizing the

government troops during the Donghak peasant war and succeeded in



securing Naju province. Naju was the only province where they
successfully fended off the attack from the peasant troops. Recognized
for their contributions, lots of Hyanglees were Ilisted in the
<Gabohgungongrok>. Among the Hyanglee officials who joined the
government troops, Dotongjang Jeong Seok-jin received credit for
quelling the revolt and promoted to the governor of Hainam. Also, the
governor of Naju named Min Jong-ryeol took the leadership in adopting
the Hyangyak and maintaining the public order, which was supported by
the class of local officials called Haynglees. In addition, since the second
uprising in late autumn of the Gaboh year (1894), the government troops
rode the momentum gained by the successful defence in Naju and
advanced into Gwangju, Nampyeong, Gangjin, Jangheung, Youngam and
Muan, playing important parts in suppressing local peasant troops. The
Hyanglee class in Naju took the initiative in organizing the government
troops during the Donghak peasant war and succeeded in securing Naju
province. Naju was the only province where they successfully fended off
the attack from the peasant troops. Recognized for their contributions,
lots of Hyanglees were listed in the <Gabohgungongrok>. Among the
Hyanglee officials who joined the government troops, Dotongjang Jeong
Seok-jin received credit for quelling the revolt and promoted to the

governor of Hainam.
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