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ABSTRACT

A DIY Furniture Making Program for Self-realization

and Value Consumption of People in Emotional Society

Lee, tai-kyoung

Advisor : Kim, Jung-pil

Department of Design Management
Graduate School of Chosun University

Aristotle in ancient Greece said that "happiness is a direction and ultimate
goal in human activity, not a means for others." Although Greek values and
understanding of happiness can not be the same as it they are for members
of a modern emotional society, pursuing happiness has long been a desire of
all human beings regardless of region or time and it is an important issue in
life we have considered since we were born. Standards of happiness are
formed differently according to our different senses of personal value and the
styles of the times. In the life of members who do not reach a certain
physical or economic level, material prosperity may be a standard of
happiness, but true happiness is closely related with personal perceptions as
the process and results of mental self-satisfaction in addition to economic
growth or material and the social environment. As abundance can be felt in
an unbalanced way according to the environment or situation in each social
class, relative unhappiness, isolation, or deprivation will increase.

Today is a time for information available using advanced equipment when



material goods are mass-produced in almost all social and economic areas
because of the enormous amount of industrialization. However, a flood of
good or bad information binds both human minds and bodies. As such an
environment has made humans isolated and human self-esteem has been
controlled by the information available, the human happiness index has been
gradually lowering. To escape from this situation, modern people have desired
to have higher cultural values, and have pursued a society where
emotional-based consumption needs can be satisfied.

Emotional society considers the emotional value of members as important
unlike previous societies and is a field of self-realization where our own
values are achieved. Members of an emotional society have desired emotional
values which amuses them in their life and have tried to posses and enjoy
their own values and meaning in life while consuming 'stories for myself' by
projecting their own desires into their daily living. The current society is the
age of emotion focusing on the ability to integrate which can sense the trends
based on creativity and originality, create one's own values, and combine
values which seem unrelated to create new ones.

This is the time when the ability to integrate values with higher concepts is
needed and is an emotional society where emotions of amusement and
consilience are emphasized as central values in life. This study suggests that
members of an emotional society should play a role as cultural creators with
subjective emotion. That is, if they can control their own culture, they can
consume creative culture for themselves. As a way of healing members of an
emotional society who have mental stress during social activities regardless of
their own intent, physical labor is necessary. Just as it has been said that a
healthy body makes a healthy mind, bodies and minds which are tired from
mental labor can be healed through physical labor. It can be said that

‘physical labor’ is an action to satisfy the thirst of the mind. Therefore, this

_VI_



study aimed to speculate on the values members of an emotional society have
pursued in their daily lives through DIY and in a DIY furniture making
program. The DIY furniture making program can be an important means to
realize the needs of Homo Faber-style craftsmen, help them achieve
self-objectification through self-lead hands-on programs, release their stress,
and recover their self-esteem in the end.

It is suggested that research on the wvalue of consumption and
self-realization of members in an emotional society through a DIY furniture
making program will help them find their true self through leisure activities.
This study has meaning in that it presented the DIY furniture making
program which will contribute to academic development and through which

members can enhance their life quality and feel a sense of self-realization.

keywords : DIY Furniture, Emotional DIY Furniture, DIY Self-Realization,

Emotional Society, Emotional, Value, Valuable consumption
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