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ABSTRACT

An Analytic study on the Sergei Rachmaninoff’ s Variations

on a Theme of Corelli Op.42

Noh, Eul
Advisor : Prof. Seo, Yeong-wha
Department of music

Graduate School of Chosun University

This thesis analyzes “Variations on a Theme of Corelli, Op. 42, written by
the Russian composer Sergei Vasilyevich Rachmaninoff. The piece was played at a
concert by the thesis writer to fulfill requirements to receive a master’ s
degree in musicology. The purpose of this study is to enhance the quality of the
practical performance by delving into the idea of variations, the life of
Rachmaninoff and his piano music, based on his theological background, and also
for comprehending how variations have developed.

This piece was written in 1931 by Rachmaninoff as one of his last works for a
piano solo. Rachmaninoff’ s “Variations on a Theme of Corelli,” dedicated to
his friend, the violinist Fritz Kreisler, derived its theme from “La Folia,”
the Violin Sonata Op. 5, No. 12.

The music comprises a theme followed by 20 variations, a liberal, romantic
Intermezzo between variations 13 and variations 14, and a Coda to finish. The
composition is divided into three parts by Barrie Martyn - the first part from
the theme to variations 7, the second part from variations 8 to Intermezzo, and
the last part from variations 14 to Coda.

The first part reveals its theme at Andante while increasing its tempo

gradual ly, with a relatively stable form and tempo with D minor as a whole, all
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while using an odd meter. The second part starts from variations 8, showing an
irregular length of the phrases and informal measures. The last part starts with
Db major, from variations 14 and 15, which is quite exceptional, while also
using an irregular tempo and an ostinato.

Studying of Rachmaninoff’ s “Variations on a Theme of Corelli” provides
insights to his unique, passionate expressions of music, its beautiful melody
and its sophisticated harmonic processing. The music helps grasp the melody and
rhythm, which needs to be primarily expressed in the piece, by locating the
Folia patterns, understanding characteristics of each variations and analyzing
how they develop. Hopefully, it will enrich the quality of future musical

per formances.

Collection @ chosun



A

-

mw s A5
=) o5 o S5 am o o = =
MAE_____O_EITXIDa xTooﬁm
No__mﬁia___:omm W 2 Fow o=
H:M S N = 0w =) =
Kk Hio . ~ UoRl 8% =2
i ©© t s ol T it o o
&) KM oF 2 ._L_m = ol <0 ™ 4 o O ol mw
y o & E_E@m|% K vod xmqm <0 E "
= M= K s © o i & o1 M o) Koy
m#;mm_m%eu = - KRB K
ol o o = M @ 0w oS W g <
0] KKk AT > 5 o U 0
= I _.=_:._ .__._ w0 T 80 NE 110 A - =
R L= X0 W =
%UcﬁlrmoA:_o? 5 A S0 row U
KM oy n o O o 2 > - Kk oY 0
Mo o= &S B o 3 o 3 5l [ o
m___gﬂtro_DWIM 22 a M oA
or o~ K H o = o _ s - 9 YL
EO_QU.EU_@_:%O_ E - _ ¥ =
K0 _ O &0 x o —=
T = ] 3 N © = @ < . = __o_ ™
g A S 33 o= Bl c o OF — o° & )
ol_gmza_mﬂafﬂJ s S m o oo
= S m # © S 5 RT Mo Wmog
S x 2O muuo_mo_& S °ur ¥ ﬂwwg_ct
- Mm%%%mol = 3ewwo L
X0 T 5N = kT m._ﬂ 5T = = 5 _ |_LM L noA
Ou_ =) 7l . m B o) = [T & — m_. ol o ] H = =
- oo M ol i) M © o Ar & b -1 == =}
@ Y3 T % ol = o F S W
p— . [y y Py o
. mm____oM¢4_AtxJTo__mM ,S\oﬁlk oF um_uo_g%
v %Mﬁmo_ewﬁwwm:_e# T S
RM @ ol ﬂ_n = w% T o Mv H S 3 T . = ol 0
— N ol 3 K 5 = zr X0 - B 20 < &
or ol @z < M Bl A .22 0o mﬁ 50 ok 5 O H o0
A _ _.A_u 0 o 60 N ioJ O_E |_Hw | S 0~ _J_I ol __A_.E ES
ol im_mmwgﬁia%ﬁ_ﬂ%wmgo._ﬂ -
Y i _I.I - _Hn e o K -4 T
s i L B om0 H " amoe 30 ) H oo ®
= _ W3 S = ~ = Kk 3) ol 3
3] _ojmrgrtaoﬂamﬁfmg L %m%e
. i 0 = D = Y s W © - of z o
< ] o) T 75 2 g = < ]y T - uy Ol
___g__ral_u_o____%m_wg%o__m,q ?ax_ﬁ%
S H R0OR ou oW =) al 3l &) = - o
s & o : W oe B E
< e &< o) OH
RD )

ne) ¢

i

-

D Uels
) U, Agstal gighd(2009)F £
s & 34

Collection @ chosun



i0J
o
_uu_

19)
ill

oI
0{0

LIE 0 XHOIJH /= U

ol
Rr
[0

0J
gl

At

Rr

lo

-

ol
olo

H

=

ok

20

ol

=
=
o

gt

S
[y

4 |

g OtOICIN
H =2

=

=

e
A

A
[

OtOICIf &

| OIEIE Y DY
CES

2D

H

=

EE 204

AR, S+

ilo]

&l
z

gl

o

KIr
Rr
xr
jild
ol
<r

‘Henle Urtext Edition(Edited by Norbert

Gertsch)’OIC}.

il
e

o1 0|

70
£

0

U
H
4

Ok
or

i

0
b

oll

IH
-

Ju
)

%0
e

ol
nJ
P3|

o)
Rl
gl

&)
il

Y
H
il

n
o)
=
fall

ilo]
el
~

0l

<0

ol

ot ACH.

ol &¢l

s

Al

=
0o

f

X2z B9 Foek oA JHXl E:JI 0l

-
ild
H)

b

S
fmeld

dicl Mol <

i

=Kol V)

MO
=

ol

0l

()
[us

140

ol
il

&

K-

gl

=

uo

A el

IH
g

M)

o

0l

-
110

xr
I

ol

-
110

Uk
I

JF

Kk

gl

D
Al
0

K-

gl

B
i0J

1}
L
[

-

Al
Al

ol
[Ar

0l

H ci AlOt

0

EHZ =X

ot ct

o

2
[=]

ST

()3
=

Bk 2HAIOL S

19C =

—

—

Z3il4)

o

21

KH
oI

Ju

)

=
1o

oI
10
=8

Rr

00
Rr

ol

Kk

_

oJ

30
=
<0
uir

ol
Kir

ol

POl AIDI O

22
=

—/

4J|12 U0

=

=2

o 40K

IT

i5= 2tS0tL e

0l

tOI

(0]
ity

l=otl), Z2E0HAM &

J

o2

=4

oI
pill

Kk

gl

D

ol
[Ar

8k, 2013. p. 60
, A7k, 2013, p.

_10_

5

3|, Sergei Rachmaninoff®] Variations on a Theme of Corelli Op.420] #3F HFE7H AF

ghal, 2012. p. 68

9

2012. p. 49

27
5) <t

Collection @ chosun



00
0}

K-

m

D
0
K

K-

m

D

U

~
lo-

oJ

-

20

=
1o

Ok
]I

=
1o

0l

~A

}

20

gl

=20
[=Jan|

L
T

ctSOLI=Z A AIOF IOt

=

=

iE=

[

=

L

2
=

L

2
=

ni

d

oS
~

ElZ FHdES &

(]

=

B &

A AIOH S2

=Xl Ofl

ol

cAIOF Z2HS2 AILHE BHE

=
[a—

a7

o
TT

21
=]

o o

T OICt.

A0

T0lA
LISIsl8)

-
110

r
jild

0l
KK

i
T
<
K-

I

D

ol
Ar
Kk

I

D

ll
™
Ju
s}

4

[Ar
Kk

I

D
Al
0

ol
K-

oJ

td 9

o

4712 Hel

=

=2

HOH

o

ctsitl =X 2

019=

A
o

Ot

-
110

5]
o

ur

ol
RK

ol
RO
[0

0l
Al

=
0l0

=
fall

ilo]
el
~

11
o)
10

e

Al

I 2

U
T

xr
I

EO=Z2

Ol O ollCI&(Edition)S DI

ol
et o

f

=

2t CHOILF2! (Dynamic)

H
ol

ol
m_.

0lJ
nU

s

= =0ICkH

Ol CI & Ol

=0l

l(Pedaling), &!XZ(Tempo)

ctz
=2 o

(Phrasing), Hl

PN |
(=)

HAE AIFGHIIN M OICIES =Fo

o3
3+
B
~
Ju
RY

RO
A

[

ol

s

0in
g

510

ufn

o]

oI

LE XA

T, Zwrdigha, 2011, p. 2

11

StLE
W33 Op.22>¢F <FZAe] FAol 23k WMF0p.42>0l &3t

=t 2

i clsel @

0

o <& FAlel ol@

A, sobdigtal, 2010. p. 76
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A. S. Rachmaninoff2| 440H

HIZH0l etS0tLl == (Sergei Vassilievich Rakhmaninov, 1873-1943)= 2{AlOt &
Il 4Btx=0olE HEote H=3DI10IA LIOLIAE & X & XZ &ZBSEICH. 10 D= 18734
AAIOLS AE ZOHUA EHHLE |RE AIZRH L0 E ARCH 9AIIt &EH 18824
ot EEO| AKX HSE w0 Lokl Rot) HEHEARE23 SRS K0t
DHO S0{IF LI0t-E I . O & AZEIQ 2AF AHIHZHAH XSS 20
18858 A4 SLRAC=z Usdt=d 0l ROA 782 EHUIGIZ (Sergey Ivanovich
Taneyev, 1856-1915)2t Ot&llAJ|(Anton Stepanovich Arensky, 1861-1906)0IH &=HY
£ 21D AZENAH= TIO0t-E AtAI 2O EE3S TOtLIAEZ QIFE=C},

J0F 19MI0F e 18920l &=8F T0te SCE, JF HEHM SES
g E/gD 0lANS HIIZ 18994 i 2L 3
A - LIOtHLIAEZN HHEE AQUCEH. SHAISH IF 1897E (24A1) Of
ZASH TWE= M1, (1895)01 Ol EX AKX AF MHA0| MM & st &
2 SXNE#M2LE, 1901EH (28A1) 0l LAl XIZE Solf A4S 3=6 ksl EZ= 19
Y& TOIOt: == HM2¥ ,, £ 2HotHA HAIOtS Z=401 ZeIotas 2 &

012 J& 19060 SaABMOR 0150 Z2ol HEoHA

i

Jy

rEED

=]
5i
In
|>
i
In
L
2
>

10) Geoffrey Norris, Rachmaminoff, Sergey. The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians. ed.
Stanley Sadie. London : Macmilian Publisher Limited, Vol.15, 1980. p.554
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2E<E382 4(The Isle of The Dead)>(1909)1 <ITIOt: &F= 3¥ D
(1909) S0l QUCH. 1909 l= D=2z AUII "20M TEZAl X2 XH&0
St TOlot: 3= HI3H, (1909)2 AtHGIH LHIOILIAEZ SHZ 2FUCH 19
He AIOtH #H=0tH Z2A3H =&, OtelA3] =282 XFEX
19174 2{AIOt &EHES Tloff = Jt=0] &

g 0% = HIRF24% A0 8SS ZEA2 AdS0HLEZRS S5

HU
12
0o
ol

w0
In
l
02
02
ol
2
o

Cl

2 0I=Gt8AM HIBECl=E =2 HIOtUAERZ

g2 M4®, (1927), TmOorUUS F=HOo 2 HE=R, (552)(1934), T
HI3R , (1936) S2 FAS 28AIJIT HCH A0 AEE0

AT X RE M ZIZLIOHY HIZ2IEANAM MAS MSCH 12

B. S. RachmaninoffQl IIOt: &<

19M1212] 2{AlOtl TIOt: S22 QH2tLE IS0l Hidh AtiEez 2 2H0| 8t
ULH. dSHQl =FH0| PHEMUE A A0t HIIS2 AII0 st AR A/YD 0
ISt B2 I0t: S22 2&0| OI2UHXIX 2= R =0 otLECH. 0148t AlDI0f
StSOLICTE OIot=S E42 A2l W 82 MY 4+ JAs Higrag 20
SOZM HAIOHS HIOt: S4sS LHEAIRL. d= 30t SAI0 TIOHLIAER
JI01 19 IOt ®ZS2 HF0A HANotD &S e HAYYN SEFE Y =
OIoIC}. 13)

ctSOILIEZO SUUAME &S BHYsS 30t 2 = U220 109 A30AM AtLE
SH2o RXE HtRe AMAUsSH, d2AS(Syncopation) S0l K= AFSEI0 2 AlOk
S0 QIEXol QA4S L2 £ QL L&t 7330 2SS0l 20l AEZN =2
Cl MEHE HE Moz Sl 22 220 )2 &2 (Interpolation) It
OFZHXIQL RYSe2 HALN d82 sAMEC. D= MSIEY} SEHEE 0
Soff 2ASAHO SES UHSHYUSOHM Sl HAY Y RYUS, OI2HILLY EE

11) Graut, Palisca 2] A, W1&7] &, ZZ}-EQ] MAS-ota} ojaln|Ee]2, 2007. p. 238
12) Asga H#yR, HAEs)d, ASETM, 2012. p. 45
13) A3k 2rlo} 2ok9] ofsl, &2t=FAL 1995 p. 14
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AL 19851 34, p. 32
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IIl. Variations on a Corelli Op.42 &4 A

-

A A3

1
2
o
0
o
2
Iy
o
e
O
2
P
I

»
it
0
o

ctSOLIE=ZDt O0t: =

193148 &A=CACH. 0l 29 =M= ‘&t Zelok(la Folia)’

£

2 Ole Olelotel HHOI 22l LIAEOI Xt =040l

Arcangelo, 1653-1713)2] & ZO0|Ct.18) D& |2 HIOI=2El £

Z2 0|20& StetXo A4=02 Z2|0F HESZ X=C /UL,
‘Z2l0F B 166 = AHCIe RR2=2  ‘H36ICH 2he 2012 JX0 aeluA

(Francisco de Salinas 1513-1590)2| <De musica libei septem>(1577)0IA = ZE2| Z

clof 888 0t = = ACH.19)

Adagio ¥
- L

5 . ——— v = 8 i > = —
Violon it F o ¢ P w7 F 1 - -
[ + + \r T E I I‘-I—JI + T T
Adagio
A | [ | - | |
T ) ] 1 | ] -l -l
REATE | = £ S ===t
Tl A L ki
—= . = | | i
b D)
Clavier
I I I ;
0 )] T T 0 T T T T
#l ) T 3 I = T % | T T
| 1 = 1 T [« I = oy = | 1
1 L = i For K i I i For K
=
A 5 6 6 16 £
] : ) - _ ] e i#
5 — i . o — " — i T
# > —>» 7 o e — = 7 f 7 f " — "
B = =g ——— == = T
-5 f } }
f | L - - L. b
; : — )
fy o = : e
[ Laf ]
\-\_Il/ Fr) (e - -
D) [ | 2
| ] "
53 | | = = —
i i—' I i-' = ! ttji' ;} 1 i
8 T
£ 5 § [3 1 5 i
5 4

[2+& 1] Corelli Violin Sonata No.12 in d minor, op.5 =X

18) John Gillespie A, A7 &, ok} Agostal 2+, 1996. p. 369
19) olg+ 9] 127, SotdiAbd, m=&8kAL, 1977 p. 1335
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Z2|0t A=22 16~18MIIE HM ZZS0HH QIIE A Let=M(Carlo
Milanuzzi, 159923-16504 )2l <Scherzi delle arioso vaghezze>(1623), clAE(Franz

Liszt, 1811-1886)2 <&JielZ Al=(Rhapsodie espagnole, S.254)>(1858) S £=H=2
2SS0 2ol AFESZIASH AIZ2H0] X0 ek BlHel Bt Q= AE8H0 OFE

A2 L2 AetX LD XS RHE 2oz LHGHALE.20)

; Q T T T I T I |1 T |2 I T I
7 [ | [ I e I [ [ [ [ [
| & TP [T | e For il Ll For il i I i LIJ i
ot T [ For il L
'_‘I T | T

bo.
R = .~ 5 : 5 2 — 2 ——
| P | j ! j | £ : —
| ) | |
[245 2] ‘Folia’ o =2 A8 & (g minor)2!)

ctSOLIE=ZO D BHERS = dsddl: 0|2t 20, st 22 M 4
2 #€2 of 108 2E2S0A =HHUAT. 0 =

2 ctai0tll =T et A20l SEHRYY Violinist@! Fritz KreislerOlH S&E D A2 0422)
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