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ABSTRACT

A Comparative study on the Taboo Language between

Korean and Chinese.

Wang Lei
Advisor: Prof. Gang Huisuk, Ph.D.
Department of Korean Language & Literature

Graduate School of Chosun University

The purpose of this study is to find similarities and differences
between Chinese and Korean tabooed word by comparative analysis on the
tabooed word about death.

Up to now, existing studies on the tabooed word have already regular
outcome. However, there was few studies on syntactic structure and
rhetoric of tabooed word.

Therefore, this study summarized the concept and types of tabooed word
and rhetoric and classified Korean and Chinese death related tabooed words
into six categories, tabooed words related to human, tabooed words related
to holiday, tabooed words related to mourning, funeral and ancestral rite,
tabooed words related to animals and plants, tabooed words related to
food, lodge and clothe and tabooed words related other behavior for
analysis.

Next, based on the above content, similarity and differences on sentence

_6_



structure and rhetoric of tabooed words were reviewed.

Looking into the content of tabooed words, it is observed that there are
some differences but more similarities because both the country have been
affected by buddhism and confucianism.

The sentence structure of Korean and Chinese tabooed words was similar.
The tabooed words comprising of A and B type were appeared more in Korean
tabooed words while C and D type existed more in Chinese tabooed words.

There are tabooed words using rhymes law and chiasmus in Chinese tabooed
words. However, Korean tabooed words use repetition according to syntactic
layers. |t is because the Korean language, an affixing language, has
restriction in the sentence structure of tabooed words and basic structure
of Korean sentence.

The two countries have similar tabooed words as they have been mutually
affecting by using the same chinese letter. However, there are some
differences because of political, economical and theological culture
difference in modern society. Therefore, it is necessary to observe
sentence structure and rhetoric of both countries' tabooed words. This
study would be of help for the learner who study both languages as the

second language to learn language and culture.
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