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ABSTRACT

A study of Eileen Chang's Novel

with reference to Male and Female Character

Joung You shin

Advisor : Prof. HAN JONG WAN, Ph.D.
Department of Chinese Language and Literature,
Graduate School of Chosun University

Jang Ae-Ryong(1920-1995) was a famous female writer that appeared in
the 1940s. She is one of the representative writers of Chinese contemporary
literature and has been loved by readers so much that most of her works
have been made into movies. However, because of ideological restrictions, it
was not until the 1980s and 1990s that she was recognized by the literary
world and now research on her writing and life has become active. As she
was outstanding in describing the social aspects of the culture of her time
and, in particular, female psychology, there has been specific research on
that, but there have been only a few studies on the aspects of the men of
the time that she described.

Therefore, this study aims to look at the images of women as a result of
previous studies to complement the insufficiency in research on men's
images and analyse the relationship between the configurations of women
and men.

For this purpose, this study specifically described: the author's life, the
descriptive characteristics of her representative writings, the representative

images in her writing where her consciousness is reflected, the female points



of views on marriage centering on the home, ideal males, and the female
image.

This was an attempt to complement what was lacking in previous research
by focusing on the characteristics of the female image and the psychological
descriptions in her novels.

Also this study looked at the tragic family history of the author as the most
influential factor on the materials and themes in her novels including the
following: the influence of her father who spent his life with drugs and
betrayed his wife even though he came from a noble family, her mother who
had animosity toward the differentiation of men and women, The unhappy
marriage and divorce of her parents, the authors' unhappy marriage, exile in
the U.S., and her horrible life.

Thanks to the crises in her life , she was more attached to creative writing,
and her life became a background to her writing. Because of the sense of
betrayal she felt from her father whom she could not help but depend on,
she showed a negative image of men in her writing. Also she had an uneasy
life with her mother although she missed her mother very much after they
parted, and she described this in her novels.

Chapter 4 analysed the images of men and women in her novels. Her
negative image of men appeared consistently in her novels. This study
looked at men's images in her novels and how she described them in her
novels. The negative image on men in her writing worked in showing the
characteristics of her family and the people surrounding her.

In summary, this study first analysed the male image and then the
female image which was created due to the image of males in her
novels. Then this study explained that the image of females influenced
other female's images. Through such analysis on male and female

images, this study intended to provide another perspective of her writing.
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