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ABSTRACT

A Study on Perceived Hopelessness and Family Spport
among the Elderly Patients

in Long-Term Care Hospitals

Kim, Ju Hyen

Advisor : Prof. Kim, Kye-Ha Ph. D.
Department of Nursing,

Graduate School of Chosun University

Purpose: This study was done to identify to examine the degrees of the
perceived hopelessness and family support among the elderly patients in
Long-Term Care Hospitals and the relationship among the variables.
Methods: Subjects were 226 elderly patients with the age over 65 years
in 2 long-term care hospitals located in Gwangju-si & Jeollanam-do. To
investigate perceived hopelessness and family support of subjects in
long-term care hospitals, a structured questionnaire was used. to measure
the level of hopelessness, the instrument developed by Beck &
Weissman, Lester & Trexler (1974) (1974) and adapted by Shin(1984) was
used. To survey the family support, the instrument developed by
Cobb(1976) and modified by Kang(1984) was used. Data were collected
from February 1 to March 31, 2013. Data were analyzed by frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, ANOVA, Pearson’s correlation
coefficients, and, stepwise regression analysis using the SPSS program.

Results: Findings showed negative correlation with perceived hopelessness

_iv_



and family support in subjects in long-term care hospitals(r= —.40, p<.001).
Concerning the perceived hopelessness compared between subjects in
long-term care hospitals, significant differences were found in Family
Support, Period of hospitalization, Economic state. Conclusion: Based on the
findings, significant differences were found in perceived hopelessness and
family support among the elderly patients in long-term care hospitals.
The family support are needed to decrease of hopelessness of the elderly.
Thus, the general characteristics of elderly should be considered to
individual intervention programs developing to decrease hopelessness and

improve family support

Key words: Elderly, Hopelessness, Family Support
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Table 1. General Characteristics of the subjects

(N=226)
Characteristics Categories n(%) M+SD
Gender Male 74(32.7)
Female 152(67.3)
Age(years) 65~79 33(38.9) 80.49+6.96
80 or more 138(61.1)
Education level Uneducate 137(60.6)
Elementary school 61(27.0)
Middle school 10(4.4)
High school or over 18(8.0)
Religion Yes 122(54.0)
No 104(46.0)
Spouse existence Yes 47(20.8)
No 179(79.2)
Children Yes 213(94.2)
No 13(5.8)
Period of hospitalization < 6 46(20.4)
(month) 6 <-< 12 43(19.0)
12 < - < 18 35(15.5)
18 <- < 24 26(11.5)
> 24 76(33.6)
Disease Cardiovascular system 75(33.2)
Respiratory system 15(6.6)
Digestive system 32(14.2)
Nervous system 51(22.6)
Musculoskeletal system 84(37.2)
Endocrine system 27(11.9)
Genitourinary system 29(12.8)
Others 52(23.0)
Hospital bill Spouse 10(4.4)
Children 173(76.5)
Relative or others 5(2.2)
Oneself 18(8.0)
Government subsidy 20(8.8)
Economic status Good 9(4.0)
Average 90(39.8)
Bad 127(56.2)
Satisfaction of allowance Very lacked 60(26.5)
Lacked 65(28.8)
Average 66(29.2)
Enough 25(11.1)
Very enough 10(4.4)
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Table 2. Levels of Variables Hopelessness and Family Support
(N=226)

Variables M=SD Minimum Maximum

Hopelessness 3.41+13.46 1.86 3.33

Family Support 3.04+9.35 2.43 3.37
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Table 3. Hopelessness and Family Support by General Characteristics (N=226)

. Hopelessness Family Support
Variables
M=SD t/F  p (Scheffe) M=SD t/F p (Scheffe)

Gender

Male 3.33£0.70  -1.23 .207 293+0.84 -1.39 .167
Female 3.45%0.66 3.09£0.85
Age(years)

65-79 3.47+0.60 1.06 .289 3.05£0.74 221 .825
80+ 3.37£0.71 3.03£0.91
Education level

Uneducate 350066 1.11 .061 2.90£0.83 518 .002
Elementary School 3.31+0.69 3.39+0.84 (a<h)
Middle School 3.33£0.41 2.84+0.60

High School or over 3.12%0.76 2.96+0.81
Religion

Yes 3.30£0.64 -2.79 .006 3.23£0.85 377 <.001
No 3.54+0.69 2.81£0.80
Spouse existence

Yes 3.29£065 -1.33 184 2.99+0.81  -.457 .648
No 3.44+0.68 3.05£0.86
Children

Yes 3.42+0.68 1.10 272 3.06+.86 1.57 117
No 3.21£0.61 2.68+.59

Period of hospitalization(month)

<6 3.19£0.55 537 <.001 3.09£0.76 225 .064
6 < -<12 3.23£0.67 (a,b<e) 3.26%0.73

12 < - <18 3.30£0.66 3.17+£0.90

18 <-< 24 3.55%0.72 2.99+0.88

> 24 3.65£0.66 2.82+0.90

Hospital bill

Spouse 3.08£0.77  .879 A77 293£066 254 .041
Children 3.45%0.66 3.12+0.87

Relative or others 3.43+0.56 2.75+0.72

Oneself 3.32£0.65 2.97+0.58

Government subsidy 3.33£0.79 2.52%0.81

Economic status

Good 2.83£0.59  15.01 <.001 3.19£064 8.08 <.001
Moderate 3.20£0.62 (a,b<c) 3.29+0.81 (b<c)
Bad 3.61£0.65 2.84+0.85

Satisfaction of allowance

Very lacked 3.70£0.64  7.65 <.001 2.44+0.79  13.95 <.001
Lacked 3.50+0.66 (a>c,de) 3.07+0.75 (a<b,c,d,e)
Average 3.26+0.63 3.35£0.80

Enough 3.06+£0.56 3.40+0.71

Very enough 2.94+0.66 3.04£0.85
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Table 4. Correlation between Hopelessness and Family Support

(N=226)
Hopelessness Family Support
Variables
r(p) r(p)
Hopelessness 1 —-40(<.001)
1

Family Support
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Table 5. The Influential Factor on Hopelessness

(N=226)

Powerlessness

Variables

-5.07 <.001

-31

-.25

Family Support

3.75 <.001

23

31

Economic state

18 2.93 004

.25

Period of hospitalization

p<.001
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